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Ction,the unity muſt be obſerv'd, 
or elſe the condudt will be all 
at random,106. | 
where the unity 7s obſerV'd, the 
Play cannot have two ſevera 
Names,106. 
where ob[erv'd.the Poet canyot ea- 
ſily tranſgreſs in the unities of 1116 
and place,2.4. 
Attors make the ſucceſs of Plays, 6: 
138, | 
Ariſtotle on Poeſie long conn'd in Ita- 
ly, ere heard of on this ſide of the 
Alps, 142: , k Ls 
Argument,Plof or Fable for a Trage- 
dy ought to be taken from Hiſtory; 
15.56. LY 
ought to be More accurate ahd Phi- 
loſophical 
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Zoſophical chen Fliſtory,1 4.16: 
ought to repreſent perſons better 
then the life, 36. 

Antiochus's condut# when in love 
with his: epmother, 78. 

Antigone of Sophocles its Argument, 


40. 

Athens au#d'London the ſame for Na- 
ture and Manners, 6. 

Athens and Malmsbury have the ſame 
Teſt for Tragedy,99. 

Athenians a fighting people,27,28. 

Authors of Engliſh Tragedy began not 
where the Antients left off , 


\.. do | 
* How they would have Charatter d 
Phedra, 92. 
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Bride, preferr'd, 144. ; 


VB 


Bloodſhed rarely on the Antient 
hbeaters,and why,27, 28. 
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Epiſode by whom introduCd,1 2. 
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C. 


Anace Parturiens.' Neto the Em- 
perour on attor in i170. 
Canace of $ _ i Sperone , ts argi- 
ment and preparation, 77. 
Crime, when exteyuated by the Anti- 
ents,27.78. | 
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D. 


| ge ſorkr, 37.39.42.47- 


and throughout. 


E. 


| Empericks in Poetry, 5. 
—_ Language proper for Tras 


gedy,10,11. 


gave offence to the Priefts, 12. 


Epic Poems and Tragedys agree, 74- 
differ 120, 


Eutt- 
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Euripides &/amed K the Antients for 


making Charafters more wicked 
then they ſhould be,z6. 
bis Etheocles end Polyniccs, 30,31, 
32.79 ult. 
hrs Phedra, 59,80. | 
Evil deſign to be repreſented in its 
fall but not in its advances,7 5,76. 
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i Able the ſoul of a Tragedy, 4.19. 
Fanaticks in Poetry,$. 
| ancy not ftraitned by rules,9. 


: 
3 ; Frailties, Comical and Heroick frail 
: Fies,45. 
I 
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Art and Mohun the Eſopus 
and Roſcius of the - Engliſh 
SFage. 138. ' 2 
Hiſtorical and accidental truths will 
not do in Tragedy,14,15,19,47. 
Fiiſtorical impudence,1 1 4. 
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The Conrents, 


I. 
| Rata of good uſe in Poetry, 64. 
K. 


Ings are all in Poetry preſump- 
tive Heroes,61. 

ridiculouſly piftur d,6o. 
30t to be Twayd by evil Minifters, 
46,47. 
Las ax in theſe Tragedies every 
where,107.114. 
cannot be acceſſary toa crime, 115, 
one without a Name, 107. 


M. 


Adneſs, what ſort to be zmata- 
ted in Poetry,80. 


Mans life not to be taken away with- 


out a juf? account, 3. 


Manners to be reform'd by Poetry, 7. 
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Mezentius made an objeft of Pity, 


120. | 
Murders in theſe Tragedies every 
where abſurd, 120. 


of 


Ll 


} Afron allows no long ſpeeches,44. 
910 _— $4. 
no parentheſis,128. 


Pleaſe, what naturally, 5. 14, and 


throughout. 

Pittures how they a+ 5. 

Poets not incomprehenſible, 4. | 
muſt take care that the Criminal 
ſim not too far, and are not to be 
truſted for an Hell behind the 
Scenes,26. 

Not to take Nature at the ſecond 
hand, 3 40. 

what the end and deſign of Poetry, 
I3,14,15.142, 

Poetical Fuſtice,23.25,26.37.128. 
poetical death,4 1. | 

Pity and Terror, 15. 275. 28; and 
throughout, 
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Preparation ; what it ought to be 
for an inceſtuous love, 79. 

What for two Brothers that kill 
each other, 29, 30, to 36. | 
What for making a King, 38, 39 \. 

| Phedra 2» Euripides; her love wot 
voluntary, 79, $0. | 
Her ſecrecy,conflift and frenzy,$0, 
Her fortitude, 82, 9o, 91, 
| Her rawvings, $1. \ 
| Hey reveres, and good ſenſe, $3. \___ 
The Nurſes importunity and ſub- 
titty, $1, | 
How ready to catch at the. leaſt 
hint, $2, | | 
| Speech to debauch Phedra, from 
| 85 to 89. 
How ſhe equivocates, and deceives 
Phedra : and ſpeaks to Hippolytus 
without her conſent or privity, 91, 


92; 
Phedra 2: Seneca, the whole condutt 
unnatural, abſurd, nor any way 
tending to move pity, or tertor, 


93, 94 95, 96. 


Reaſon ' , 
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Eaſon is to diſcipline fancy, $, 


109, 


S, 


Cene throught up, if not skilfully, 
torments nature, 76, 113. 
Scene ; which only in theſe Plays 
roper to move pitty, 142. 
4 the —_— _ of the great- 
eft, the Conduct coarſe, the Turn 
faulty,the Counter-turn riazculoas, 
133, 134, 135, 136. 
An inſtance of a Scene with all 
theſe in perfett;on, 137, 138. 
Socrates brought moral Philoſophy in 
Vogue, aſſiffed by Sophocles and 
Euripides, 1 3. 
Seneca hs Phedra, 93. 


His thoughts often from the pur- 


poſe, 97. 
Speech of Julia 2» Herodian, 49. 
Of Sophia in the Play, 50, 51. 


Com- 
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Compar'd together, 52, 53. 
Spzeches of more meitle, 54, 55. 
Sr3eech of Calis and Arbaces 
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Rageey its reputation in formev 
avs, 2. 
What Originally, 11, 
Requirrs what is great in nature, 
43, 65, 80, 85. 
Ours of the laft age without de- 
ſign, 16. 
Unpolitical, 29. 
Of Rollo, the Argument, 18. 
Condemn'd, 19, 41. 
How it ought to have been con- 
triv'd with the ſame cataſtrophe, 


I9, 20. 

p And how the charatters of Rollo, 
| Otto, Aubrey and Matilda ought 
| to have been deſign'd, 21, 27, 23. 

4 Rollo aud Otto compar'd with Ethe- 

ocles and Polynices in Euripides, 


| from 30 to 36. | S808 
| Charafters, as we ſind them, of | 
Rollo, 37. Of 
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Of Aubrey, 3$. 
Of Sophia, 42. 
Of Marilda, ib. 
Of Edith, 43, 44, 45. 
Of Latorch, 46. 
Several reaſons why Edith rather 
3ban-Hamond ſhould have k:11'd 
the King, 47, 48. 


Reaſons: for the ſucceſs of this Tra- 


geay, 55. 
A King and no King, the T:tle Co- 
mical, 57. 

The Plot, ib. | 

Nothing accurate or Philoſophical 


an zt, 57, 58, 59. 


How the Plot ought to have been 


cas8F, F8$. 


Improbabilities,and the charatters 
unlikely, and all unproper, 59. 


 Charattey of Arbaces, 61,62, 63. 


What it ſhonld have been, 63. 
How wiſely he arquits himſelf 


. when un-King'd, 65, 66, 67. 


Oucht rather to have been knockt 
oth head, than to-have marrid a 
Princeſs, 67. : | 

The Princeſs is made move ſilly 
than any common Shepherdeſs, 68, 
bg. | The 
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The re a Patient Gril- 
ſel, 7 

Reaſon if this Tragedy's ſucceſs, 5. 
Maids Ti agedy, its Argument,t04. 
Unnatural, improbable, 106, 107, 
T3 
How it might have been better, 
126, 
Attion double, 106. 
The King a fool and mad-may,10g, 
Evadne a Monſter, 111, 
Melantius, 122. 
Callianax, 123. 
Aſparia, 123, 124. 
Ammntor, 125. 


W. 
Ho and who may kitl one au- 
other with decency, 117. 


Wilful murder not to be ſufferd in 
Tragedy, 27. 


Wicked perſons not to be brought On 


the Stage, 120, 

Women judges, 4,5, 95, 96. 

' Modeſty neceſſary and eſſential to 
thezr charatFey, 114. 


Are not to ſuffer any cruetties from: 


man, 70, 74 Vir- 
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Virgil's ;nfinite care on that occa- 


ſion, 71, 72. 
Tet correfted by Varus and Tuc- 


Ca, 73- 


Advertiſement. 


There is alfſc tobe 


printed an Htz9ick Tra- 
gedy, calld : 


EDGAR 


By the ſame Hand. 


The ERRAT A. 
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p.124-1.10.r.with, 
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Fleetwood Shepheard, Efq; 


Aving ſeveral mornings, and 

carly, travell'd ro St. Fames's, 
with the only deſign of being with 
you ; and mitling you as often; I be- 
came ſo mortit'd with the misfor- 
rune, that I reſoly'd ro come into the 
Town no more, till aſſur'd of your 
return from Copt-FH:1/ : bur becauſe 
I meant nor altogether to ki!) my ſelf, 
for my entertainment I provided me 
ſome of rhoſe Maſter preces of Wit, 
ſo renown'd everywhere, and fo edi- 


_ tying ro the Jrage : 1 mean rhe choi- 


ceit and moit applauded Engirh Tra- 
gedies of this /ait age; as Kelly; A 
Yine and no King; the Maids T-a- 
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| ( 2 ) 
gedy by Beaumont and Fletcher - 
Othello, and Juliis Cer, by Shakeſ- 
pear ; and C:italine by Worthy Ben, 

Theſe I perus'd with ſome attcn-- 
ticn, and ſome refletions Imade; in 
which, how far I miſtake your ſenſe, 
that is, how far TI am miltaken, I de- 
{irc to be inform'd. 

I had heard thar the Theater was 
wcnt to be call'd the Shoot of Ver- 
tue; and Tragedy a Poem for Kings : 
That they who firſt brought Tragedy 
to perfection, were made Vice-Reys 
and Governors of J/l1:ds ; were ho- 
noured every-where with Statues of 
Marble, and Starucs: of Braſs ; were 
ſtil'd the WI;ſe Sophocles, the Wiſe 
Firipides by God and Man, by Ora- 
cles and Philoſophers, That for 
reaching Morglity, Grantor and Chry- 
fippus were Fo-body to *cm. This 
larcer tranicrib'd the whole Medea of 
Emripides into his works. Thar fo 
retin'd a People, and ſo frugal a Com- 
mon-wealih as Athens did tax and aſ- 
ſeſs themſelyes, and laid out more of 
their publick Exchequer upon the re- 


_ preſentation of theſe Plays, than all 


thcir 
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(3) 
their Wars ſtood them in, though | 
ſometimes both Seas and Land were | 
cover'd with Pagan Encmies that in- 
vadel them. And not A:hens only, 
but. (who hated Athens) fo auſtere 
and gjlum a generation as thoſe of 
Jpirta, by the care of Zycurgus, a- 
erced the ſame honour to theſe Ahe- 
11.11 Poets. 
Theſe things coming into my mind, 
| ſurely (thought 3) mens brains lye | 
not in the fame place as formerly ; 
or elſe Poetry is not now the ſame 
thing it was in thoſe days of yore. 
| I therefore made enquiry what 4f- 
ference might be in our Phzloſuphy | 
1 and Manners; I found that our #h:- "= 
Loſophers agreed well enough with = 
theirs, in the 92477 ; however, that our 
Pocts have forc'd another way to the 
wood ; a by-road, that runs directly 
croſs to that of Nature, Manners and 
| FPhileſopby which gain'd the Auczernts 
ſo great vencration. a0 =. 
| 1 would not examin the propor- | 
| Trzons, the unzties and outward regus 
| larities, the mechanca? part of '1ra- 
| gedics: there is no talking of Beau- 
2 t103 
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ties when there wants Eſſentials ; tis 
not neceſſary for a man to have a 
noſe on his face, nor to have two 
legs: he may be a true man, rfough 
aukward and unſightly, as the Mon- 
Fer in the TempeFt. 

Nor have 1 much troubl'd their 
phraſe and expreſſion, I have nor vex'd 
their language wich the doubts, the 
remarks and eternal triflings of the 
French Grammaticaſters : much leſs 
have I caſt about for Jeſts, and gone 
a quibble-catching. 
© I have chiefly conſider'd the Fable 
or Plot, which all conclude to be the 
Soul of a Tragedy; which, with the 
Ancients , is always found to be a 
reaſonable Soul ; bur with ns, for the 
moſt part, a &ruti/h, and often worſe 
than &rutz/h. 

And certainly there is not requir'd 
much Learning, or that a man muſt 
be ſonic Ariſtotle, and Do@or of 
Subtilties, to form a right judgment 
in this particular ; common ſenſe ſut. 
fices;and rarely have I known the Wo- 
men-judees miſtake in theſe points, 


when they have the patience to _ 
an 


CO Y ATI I Re” Bu. Oe ER 
ky f RISER Bees. 


EP, 
and (left to their own heads) they de- 
cide with their own ſenſe. Bur if 
pcople are prepoſleſt, if they will judg 
of Rollo by Othello, and one crooked 
line by another, we can never have a 
Cerraineye. * - « 37 

Amonglt thoſe who will be obje@- 
ing againſt the doQtrin I lay down, 
may - peradventure appear a ſort of 
men who have remember'd ſo and ſo ; 
and value themſelves upon their ex- 
perience. I may write by the Book 
(fay they) what I have a mind, bur 
they 4now what will p/eaſe. . Theſe 
are a kind of Stage-quacks and Em- 
pericks in Poetry, who have got a /e- 
cert 10 pleaſe : And no Collegiate like 
'em for purging the Paſſions. 

Theſe ſay (tor inſtance) a Kng and 
no K':ng, pleaſes. I ſay the Comical 
part p/eaſes. 

I ſay that Mr. Hart pleaſes; moſt 
of the buſineſs falls ro his thare, and 
what he delivers, every one takes 
upon content ; their eyes are prepoſ- 
ſeſt and charm'd by his a&on, betore 
ought of the Poets can approach 
their ears ; and to the moſt wretched 
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of Charafters, he gives a Juſr2 and 


brillant which dazics the fight, thar 
the deformrtees in the Poctry cannot 
be perceiv'd. 

Therefore a diftintion is ro be 
made between whar pleaſes 7: turally 
in it ſelf, and what p/e2ſes upon the 
account of Machines, Attors, Dances 
and circumſtances which are -mecrly 
accidental to the Tragedy. 

Ariſtotle obſerves, that in his time, 
ſome who (wanting the talent ro 
write what might pleaſe ) made it 
their care that the Actors ſhould help 
out, whcre the Mzſes faild. 

Theſe objefors nrge, that there 
is alſo another great accident, which 
is, that Athens and Londun have not 
the fame Meridian. 

Certain it is, that Nature 1s the 
ſame, and Man is the fame, he ves, 


grieves, hates, entics, has the ſame 


aff eft;ons aud pajjions in both places, 
and-the "nas $5 that give them 
motion. What mov'd p:iy there, will 
here alſo produce the ſame cfiect. 
This muſt be conteſt, unleſs they 
will, in effect ſay, that we have = 
nat 
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CE] 
that delicate taſt of things; we are 

not ſo-refin'd, nor ſo vertuons; that 

Athens was more cr71h2'd by their 

Philoſophers, than we with both our 

Philoſophers and twelve Apoſtles. 

But were it to be ſuppos'd that Na. 
ture with us is a corrupt and de- 
prav'd N inre, that we are Barbarz- 
| ans, and huminity dwells not a- 
| mong{t us ; ſhall our Poet therefore 
; pamper this cor7upt narure, and in- 
dulge our barbariry ? Sha!l he not 
| rather pr ge away the corruption, 
| and reiorm our m.1mners ? Shall he 
8 not with O»pheus rather chooſe ro 
F draw the B;ut-s after him, than be 
\ himſelf a folluwer of the Herd? 
| Was it thus that the ancient Poets 
| (by the beit Philoſophers) became 
| ſtird the Fithers of Knowledg, and 
| Interpreters of the Gods ? 

Lattly, (though Tragedy is a Poem 
chiefly for men of ſenſe,) yer 1 cannor 
be perſwaded that rke people are fo 
very mad of Acorns, bur that they 
could be well content to cart the 
Bread of civil perſons. 


$8 
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63) 

Say others, Poetry and Reaſon, how 
come theſe to be Carer-coulins ? 
Poetry is the Ch:/4 of F-incy,and is ne- 
ver to be ſchool'd and dzſczphin'd by 
Reaſon ; Poetry, ſay they, is b/:nd 
inſpiration, is pure en!hufi im, is r0f- 
tire and rage all over. 

Burt Fancy, I think, in Poetry, is 
like Faith in Religion ; it makes far 
diſcoveries, and ſoars above reaſon, 
bur never claſhes, or runs againſt it. 
Fancy leaps, and frisks, and away 
!hes gone ; whillt reaſor rattles the 
chains, and follows. aſter. Reaſon 
mult conſent and ratify what-eyer by 
fancy is attempted in its abſence; or 
clſe "ris all nll and void in law. 
However, in the contrivance and &co- 
roy of a Play, reaſon is always prin- 
- cipally to be conſulted. Thoſe wha 
objet againſt reaſon, are the Fana- 
ticks in Poetry, and are ncver to be 
ſfay'd by their good works. 

Others imagin that theſe rules and 
reſtraints on the Plot and Argument 
of Tragedy, wou'd hinder much good 
:nirigue, wou'd* clog invention, and 
make all P/1ys alike and znform. 
Bur 


On” CIS 


(9) 

But certainly Nature affords plenty 
and varicty enough of Zeautzes, that 
no man need complain if the deform'd 
are cloyſter'd up, and fhut from him. 
Such a Paintcr has been, who could 
draw nothing but a Roſe ; yet other 
Painters can deſign one and the ſame 
good face in a thouſand ſeveral fi- 
gurcs : it may be remember'd thar 
there are but five vowels.; or be con- 
ſider'd, from ſeven Planets, and their 
ſeveral poſitions, how many faces and 
fortunes the AiZrologer diſtributes to 
the people. And has not a Poet more 
wertues and tices within his czrcle, 
cannot he obſerve them and their in- 
fluences in their ſeveral /tuations, in 
their oppo/itzons and conjunttons , in 
their a/tzrudes and depreſſions : and 


he ſhall ſooner find his z#4, than the 


ftores of Nature exhauſted. 

Other objetions may be anſwer'd 
as they fall in the way, I would on- 
Iv have you before hand advertiz'd, 
that you will find me ty'd to no cer- 
tain /?z/e, nor laying my reaſons to- 
gether in form and meihod. You will 
tind me ſometimes reaſoning, ſome- 

times 
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times declaiming, ſometimes citing 
authority for common 1cnſe; ſome- 
times #uliering. as my 0wn, What may 
be had at any Peot/hop in tic Nation : 
ſometimes doubting when ] might be 
poſitive, and fometimes coniidcnt our 
of ſcaſon ; ſometimes rurning Tra- 
gedy into whar is Lg/ht and comical, 
and ſporting when I thould be ſerious. 
This varicty made the traycl more 
eaſy. And you know I am nor cut 


_ out for writing a Treatiſe, nor have a 


| pv to pers any thing exaZZly; fo 
ong as ] am true to the main ſcnſe 
before me, you will pardon me in the 
rclt. 

Nor will it, I hope, give offence 
thar I handle theſe Traged:es with 
the ſame liberty rhar I formerly had 


, taken in examining the ZFpick Po- 


ems of Spencer, Cowly, and ſuch 
namcs as will ever be ſzcred ro me. 
Rapin tells us, for his own Countrey- 
men, that nonc of them had writ a 
good Tragedy, nor was ever like to 
write once. And an (4a) eminent [ta- 
(a) © ſiaſtata la loro poca fortuna, 6 Vimperferi« 

one aeila noſtra lingua nelle coſe gravi e A, Tafſ ne, 
han 
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Hm 
Lan confeſles, that the beſt of theirs 
exceeded not a mediocrity; and yer 
their Pivine Taiſſo had then writ a 
Tragedy, and Torriſmodo ftrutted it 
in bus{ns. 

But I have elſewhere declazd my 
opinion, that the Fr;/1/h want nei- 
ther genus nor /:ngurge tor ſo great 
a work, And, certainly, had our Au- 
thors began with Tragedy, as Sopho- 
cles and Euripides leit it ; had they 
cither built cn the ſame foundation, 
or after their mode/; we might ere 
this day have ſcen Poetry in greater 
perfeiou, and boaſted fuch Monu- 
| ments of wit as Greece or Rome ne- 
ver knew in all their g/ory. 


Ccording to the beſt account I 

can gather from old Authors, 
1rcagedy was _— with the 
Ancients, a picce of Rel;g/ous wor- 
ſhip, a part of their Liturgy. The 
Prieſts jung an Anthem ro their god 
Diony- 
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(12) 
Dionyſus, whilſt the Goat (5) food at 
his Altar to be ſacrificd - And this 
was call'd the Goat-ſong or Traged. 

Theſe Prieſts were cali'd the Cho- 
rus, and now the whole Ceremony 
was perform'd by them, till Theſpes 
introduc'd the Ep:ſods, and brought 
an Atfor on the Stage: ; 

Which Fp:ſods the Prieſts at firſt 
mutin'd againſt as an Imnowation, 
they liſten'd a long while, thought it 
ran off from the Text, and wonderd 
how it wou'd be appli'd, rill at Jaſt 

, their patience could hold no longer, 
and they roar'd out, (c) Nothing 
to Dioniſus, mothing to Dionyſus, 
which gave beginning ro the Pro- 
verb. 

Bur the Poet gaining upon them 
by lirtle and litcle, enlarged rhe Ep:- 
ſod, till it grew the 19277 part ; the 
part which only is by us cal”d the 


(ov) Would therefore r2ad in Horace, Vilem cer 
ravir ad hircum , as--Rheror dicturus ad aras ; 
not being ſatisſied in Antiquity with what the Com- 
mentators deviſe, when they read,-«» Vilem certa» 
vit ob hircum. | 


(c) vey Tless Moyurey, 
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(13) 
T-gedy. And ro make amends to 
Diunryſiis, the Theaters were all con- 
ſecrated to him, and the Plays ated 
there, calld Dionyſus's Plays. 

Aftcr. much new-modelling, many 
changes and alterations, A#ſchylus 
came with a ſecond Actor on the 
Stage, and Jeſſen'd rhe buſineſs of the 
Chorus proportionably. Burt SJopho- 
cles adding a third Actor, and pan- 
ted Scenes, gave (in Ar:ſto! les opi- 
_ the utmoſt perfet7:02 to Tra- 

edy. | 

: And now it was that (the men of 
ſenſe grown weary with diſcourſing of 
Atoms and empty Space, and the hu- 
mour of Mechanical Philoſophy near 
ſpent.) Socrates ſet up for Morality, 
and all the buz in Arhens was now 
abour verrue and good life. 

Camerades with him, and Confede- 
rates in his worthy deſign, were our 
Sophocles and Euripides: But theſe 
rook a different method. 

He inſtrufted in a pleaſant face- 
tious manner, by witty queS7:ons, al- 
Inftons and parables. | 


Theſe were for teaching by exam- 
ples, 


NS 
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(14) 
ples, in a graver way, yet extremely 
pleaſant and delightful. And, tinding 
in Hiftoty, the ſame «2d happen to 
the Y:g/teons and ro the wnus?, ver- 
tae often oppreſt, and wickedneſs on 
the Throne : they ſaw theſe particu- 
lar yefterday-truths were imperieCct 
and unproper to iliuſtrate the #n/Ter- 
ſal and eternal iruths by them inten- 
ded. Finding alfo thar this unequaZ 
diſtribution of rewards. and puniſh- 
; ments did perplcx rhe 722ſe#f, and by 
the Atheiſt was made a ſcandal to 
the Divine Providence. They con- 
cluded, that a Poet mult of neceſlity 
ſee juitice exattly adminiſtred, if he 
intended to plcaſe. For, ſaid rhey, if 
the World can ſcarce be fatisfi'd with 
God Almighty, whoſe holy will and 
- purpoſes are not to be comprehended ; 

a Poet (in theſe matters) ſhall never 
: be pardon'd, who (they are ſure) is 
not zncomprehenſibl; whoſe ways 
and walks may, without zmpzety, be 
penetrated and examin'd. They knew 
indeed, that many things naturally 
unpleaſant to the World in therr- 


ſetves, yer gave delight when well 
| imita- 


yown 
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(15) 
imitated. Theſe they conſider'd as 
rhe (4) picture of fome deform'd old 
Woman, that might cauſe laughter, 
or ſome light, ſuperficial, and comzcal 
pleaſure; bur never to be endur?d on 
ſcrious occaſions, where the attention 
of the mind; and where the heart was 
engaged. 

We have pictures that yield ano- 
ther ſort of plcaſure, as the /ft Fudg- 
ment, of Mich. Angelo, the Maſſacre 
of the Innocents, the Bapt:87's head, 
Ofs : 

'Tis rrue ; bur it they yield any 
pleaſure beſides what procceds from 
the arc, and what reſts in eye. "Tis 
by the Hiſtory, to which the piCture 
ſerves only as an Index. 

For till our memory goes back to 
the Hiſtory, the head of the wa. 
can ſay no more to us, than rhe head 
of Gol:1h. Burt the Ancients in their 
Tragedies reſted nor on Hitſtory. 

They found that H:i7ory, grofly 
taken, was neither proper to zuſtru#F, 
nor apt ro pleaſe ; and therefore they 


(4) Ariſtotle, Poet. 
; would 
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would not truſt Hiſtory for their ex- 
amples, bur refin'd upon the Hiſtory ; 
and thence contriv'd ſomething (e) 
more philoſophical, and more accu- 
rate than H:JZory, Burt whether our 
Enghſh Authors of Tragedy lay 
their foundation ſo deep, whether 
they had any deſign in their de/1gr.s, 
and whether it was to prudence or to 
chance that they ſacritic'd, is the buſt- 
neſs of this preſent enquiry. 

We have in Herod/an the horrid 
and bloody ſtory 'of the two Bro- 
thers, Antoninns and Geta, Emperors, 
all which (crude and undigeſted, as 
in the Orzg7nal) we find cram'd into 


Tiz- Tragedy of Rollo 
Duke of Normandy. 


O reaſon, I-preſume, can be 

'N given, why, having found an 
ſtory, this Author ſhould change 
the names; of Antonimus and Geta 


(e) Emed aioTepoy xeu prog o9thoTERN. 
into. 
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(17) 
into Rollo and Otto; Emperors of 
Rome, into Dukes of Normandy. Not 
why he aiter'd the Scene to bring 
theſe Cut-throats and Pozſoners trom 
the other ſide of the Alps. Ariſtotle 
tells it as extraordinary, of a Tragedy 
made by. Polemon ; wherein both the 
mes and matter were of his own 
invention; and yet it had the for- 
tune to pleaſe, He alſo reminds us 
that a man is better pleas'd with the 
pifture of an acquarmtance, than of 
a perſon of whom we had never 
heard. And we generally obſerve, 
when one tells of an adventure, or 
bur a jeaſt, he will chooſe to father 
it on ſome one that is &#nown, thereby 
to get attention, and gain more cre- 
dit to what he rclates. Beſides, ma- 
ny things are probable of Antoninus, 
or of Alexander, and particular 
men, becauſe they are rue, which 
| cannot be gezerally probable ; and 
he that will be fezgning perſons, 
} ſhould confine his ſancy to genera 

| probability. 
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The Fable is this: 


Ollo and Otto Brothers, and 
borh equally (ler me call them) 
hings of one and the ſame Kingdom, 
cannot agree abour rhe matter, /o//o 
(by the means of his favourite Za- 
torch) attempts to poiſon his Brother; 
which failing, he kills Otro in the 
arms of their Mother Sophz7, with 
Sword drawn offers to kill his Mo- 
ther and Siſter Mat. bur is diſarn'd by 
Aubrey, yet ſends our Lord Chan- 
cellor Gzsbert to be chopt in two, 
and thrown ro the dogs ; and his Tu- 
tor Baldwin alſo to be beheaded.” 
Hamond, Captain of the Guards, faw 
all this executed. AZ, the Cap- 
tain's Brother gives (his quoudam-, 
Maſler) the Chancel'or, Chriſtian Bu- 
rial : for which, he is ſent to por. 
Edith, Baldwin's Daughter, beſceches 
the King to ſpare her- Father ; pre- 
yails, bur roo late. FRollo is in love 
with her ; ſhe reſolves his death. H:- 
mod, in-revenge of his Brother Al- 
lan, (tabs,and is ſtab'd by Rollo, whoſe 
Siſter . 
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2 : 
Siſter Matilda, Aubrey takes to Wife, 
and Reigns in his ſtead. 

Now, it you call this a Fable; give 
me one of old Zſop's; where, tor all 
the coarſe out-fide, there dwells a lit- 
tle reaſonable Soul within, a little good 
Jenſe at the bottom, which carries it 
through all Nations, and will com- 
mend it to the end of the World. 

For nothing certainly is defign'd in 

-this of Rollo, either to moye p:tiy or 
terror, either to del:ght or mmitrutt: 

It is indeed a Hiliory, and it may 
well be a Hiſtory ; for never man of 
common ſexſe could ſer himſelt ro in- 
vent any thing ſo groſs. 

Poetry requires the hen trovato, 
ſomething handſomely invented, and 
leaves the 74h ro Hiſtory ; bur ne- 
ver were the Muſes profan'd with a 
more foul, unpleaſant, and unwhol- 
ſome truth, than this which makes 


| the Argument of Rolls. 
—Y If the end of this Tragedy is the 
= Marriage and Coronation of Aubrey, 


had one of the ancient Poets been to 
. FE cultivate this Hiſtory ; They would 
> have laid the right of the Crown in 
| ol EC 2 Aubrey: 


(20) 

Aubrey. They would have given us 
to underſtand, that Aubrey's Father, 
a good King, rais'd Kollo's Father' 
from a mcan condition fo be his 1a- 
vourite, and have the placcs of great- 
eſt truſt and confidence with him. 
This ungrateful Villain moſt ' trea- 
cherouily murders the King his Ma- 
ſter, ſettles himſelf on his Throne, 
dics in Peace, leaves the Kingdom 
equally ro his two Sons. Theſe Sons 
enter upon the Government, the peo- 
ple ſwear Allegiance to 'em, Comple- 
ment them With Addreſſes from all 
Countreys ; the Air rings with V:ve- 
le-Roy's and Acclamations. 'The Sun 
ſhines as it was wont, the Graſs grows, 
Cows give white Milk, and no Zgyp- 
fan Plague troubles the Land. Hea- 
ven has forgor, and human mcans 
appear none, for either revenging the 
murder'd King, or rc{toring his Son 
Aubrey. , 

Now is the time for a Poet to ſhew 
his cunning. Now he mult bring a 
ſudden and terrible judgment to de- 
{troy the Ro//:an-Race, and fer young 
Antrey on the Throne of his An- 
ccltors, To 


5 


(21) 
To effe&t this, the two Brothers 
muſt be made to kill each other ; and, 
as a conſcquence of this difaſter,their 
Morher is ro kill her felt tor ſor- 
row. 

Theſe Brothers, in their character, 
would have been harmleſs men, mo- 
deſt enough, and loving each other 
tenderly : tor had they been wicked, 
the judgment upon them might be 
apply d as due to their own crimes. 
Or however their Fathers crime in it 
ſelf would have appear'd leſs, as not 
enough alone to deſerve that ven- 
geance ; and if the occaſion was not 
clear, the puniſhment would be leſs 
regarded ; but their innocence makes 
the puniſhment more ſignal and ex- 
traordinary, and more diſcovers the 
work of Heaven. And thus allo rhey 
are capable of moving pitty, when * 
only their Father's crime purſucs 
them; and it ſeems likely thar, other 
wiſe, they might have livd happily 
together. | 

Their Siſter Matz1ds muſt have 
been a vertuous ſweer Tedv, cvery 
way of fingular merir, ſen{ib;c ot her 
| C 3 Fa- 
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(22) 

Father's crime, and of the wrong that 
Aubrey ſuffers, By this character, 
all thoſe who had pztized her Bro- 
thers, would have been extremely ſa- 
rish'd to ſee their Sitter ſo well pre- 
terr'd in the Marriage with Aubrey; . 
for Heaven, by this, would ſeem, in 
her, to make ſome amends tor the 
hard meaſure to the unfortunate Bro 
thers. ; 

Aubrey ſhould jn all his words and 
actions appear grear, promiſing, and 
Kingly, to deferve that care whicn 
Heaven manifelts ſo wonderfully in 
his Reſtorarion. 

And becauſe this, of the two Pro- 
thers killing cach other, is zn action 
morally unnatural; therefore, by 
way of preparation, the Tragedy 
would have begun with Heaven and 
Earth in diforder, ature troubl'd, 
unheard-ot prodzgzes 3 ſomething (if 
T may fo ſay) phbyſtcally unnatural, 
and agiinſt rhe ordinary courſe of 
nature. Perhaps the firſt Sexe would 
have ſhew'd rhe Uſurper's Ghoſt trom 
Hell, tu!l of horror for his crime, cur- 
ſing his Sons, and ſending ſome in- 
ternal fry amongit them, And, 
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(23) 

And, by the way, he might relate 
all rhings fir ro be known, which paſt 
out of the Drama. 

The niccty in writing upon this 
F.1ble, would have chietly been in the 
char tfers of the two Brothers, T hele 
are the perſons kil'd,and,ot all things, 
a Poct muſt be tender of a mans 1uc, 
and never (acr:fice it to his Maggot 
and Capriccio, Therefore, as (1 laid) 
the Brothers were not to be wzcked, 
ſo likewiſe they ought not to be ab- 
ſolurely innocent. For if they had 
refuſed ro ſucceed their Father, and 
when they might have fat cn the 
Throne, kave humbled themſelves at 
Aubrcy's teert ; then no Toetical 7u- 
37:ce could have rouch'd them : guil- 
ty they were to be, in enjoying their 
Father's crime ; but not of commit- 
ting any new. And this guilt of 
theirs was alſo cither to be palliared, 
or elſe to be paſt over in filence, leſt, 
laid roo open, the compatſiion of the 
Audience might be abated. Neither 
would it ſuffice that theſe Brothers 
kill cach other by ſome chance; bur ir 


ſhould appear, that agitated by their 
C 4 Fathers 
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| (24) 
Father's crime, like Machines, they 
unavoidably claſh againit cach other ; 
whilſt their proper znc/:n4t cn in vain 
ſtrives againſt the v:o/ence. 

If the Enghſh Theatre requires 
more zntr:gue, an Author may mul- 
tiply the Inc:dents, may add Fp:{ods, 
and thicken the Phot, as he ſees oc- 
cafion ; provided thar all the /zzes 
tend to the ſame center : more of a 
main Plot, Virgtt requir'd not-for his 
Epic Pocm. 

And peradventure, it the Poct de- 
ſign any certain ſenſe by his Fa&/e, 
that ſen'e will bind him to the uy 
of ation; and the unity of attion 
cannor well excced the rule for 7zme. 
And theſe two #n:cs.will not permit 
that the Poer can far tranſgrels in the 
ifird, So that ail the regularitzes 
ſecm in a manner to be lin:.* toge- 
ther : but begin with an abſurdity, 
and ncthing reaſonable can ever {ol- 
Jow. Tf a Pitor purs to Sca without 
1eolving tor what Port, none can 
wondcr that he ſails not Þ , the Com- 
{ afs. 

To return to this Trgedy of Rollo, 

EH it 
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(25) 
if the ſtreſs of rhe detign reſts not on 
Aubrey ; but the ſenſe of all termz- 
nates in Rollo, The ſenſe muſt be 
this ; He that ſheds the blood of may, 
by man ſhall his blood be ſhed. And 
it this be all-where's the Wonder ? 
Have we not every day cricd in the 
Streets, inſtances of God's Fevenge 
againlt murder, more extraordjnary, 
and more poctical than all this comes 
ro ? If this be Poetry, Tybarn is a 
better and more ingenious School of 
Vertue, than the Theatre. 

In former times Poetry was ano- 
ther thing than Hory, or than the 
Z,aw of the Land. Poetry diſco- 
ver;d crimes, the L2w could never 
find out ; and puniſhd thoſe the Law 
had acquitted. The Arecpagns clear'd 
Oreſtes, but with what F#urzes did the 
Poets haunt and torment him? and 
what a wretch made they of Oea7pus, 
when the C:ſazfF excus'd his 7nvim- 
c;ble ignorance ? 

The Poets conlider'd, that natural- 
ly men were aftected with pztty,when 
they ſaw others ſuffer more than 
cheir fault deſery'd ; and wzce, they 
thought, 


(26) 

thoughr, could never be painted too 
ugly and jrightiul ; therctore, whe- 
ther they would move pztty, or make 
vice deteſted, it concernd them to 
be ſomewhat of the fevercit in the 
puniſhments they inflicted. Now, 
becauſe their hands were ticd, that 
they could nor puniſh beyond ſuch a 
Gegree ; they were oblig'd to have a 
ſkrit eye on their MaletaRor, that 
he tranſgreit nor roo far, that he com- 
mitted not wo crimes, when bur rec- 
ſponſible for oe : nor, inceed, be ſo 
far guilty, as by the Law to dcſerve 
death. For though h:for:zcal Tiſtice 
might reſt there; yet poe!/zcal fuſtzoe 
could nor be fo content. It would 
require 'that the fatis{aftion be com- 
plcat and full, e're the Malef.tfor 
goes off the Stage, and nothing letr 
ro God Almighty,and another Wor!d. 
Nor will it ſuffer that the Spectators 
truſt the Poet for a Eel] behind the 
Scenes ; the fire mult roar itn the con- 
ſcience of rhe Cr:2:1:), the ficrds and 
faries be conjur'd up to their faces, 
with a world of -2.:c-:ne and horrid 
ſpectacles; and yet the Grammab. 

could 
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(27) 

could never move pztty. Therefore 
amonglt the Ancients we find no Ma- 
letattors of this kind ; a wilful Mur- 
derer is with them as ſtrange and un- 
known, as a Paricide to the old o- 
mans. Yet need we not fancy that 
they were ſqueamith, or unacquainted 
with any of theſe great Jumping 
crimes in that age ; when we remem- 
ber their Oedzpus, OreFtes, or Medea. 
Bur they took care to waſh the Vi- 
per, 10 cleanſe away the venom, and 
with ſuch art to prepare the morſel : 
they made it all Junker to the raſt, 
and all Phyſick in the operation. 

They ſo qualiti'd, ſo allaid, and co- 
ver'd the crime with circumitances, 
thar little could appear on the Stage, 
bur either the cauſes and provoca- 
tions betore it, or the remorſe and pe- 
nirence, the deſpairs and horrors of 
conſcience which follow'd, tro make 
the Cr-1mnal every way a fit object 
tor pztiy. Nor can we imagin their 
Stage ſo rarcly endur'd any blood- 
ſhed, and that the ſight was diſplaa- 
ſing, becauſe the SpeCtators were 


ſome ſort of effeminate, unfighting 
tel- 
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(2$) 
fellows. When we remember the 
Battels of Marathon and S$.:lamin ; 
and with what ſmall number rheſe 
very Spectators had routed Xerxes 
and the greateſt Armics inthe World. 
For now it was that the 77175 of the 
Athenians (as well as their arts) 
thin'd in their greateit glory. 

The truth is, the Yoets were to 
moye pitry ; and this pitty was to be 
mov'd for the living, who remain'd ; 
and not for the dead. Ana they 
found in nature, that men could nor 
fo eaſily pardon a crime commitred 
before rhcir faces ; and conſequently 
could not be ſo caſily diſpos'd ro be- 
ſtow that pitty on the Cr2m7nal which 
the Poets labour'd for. The Poets, 
I ſay, found that the fight of the 
fact madc ſo ſtrong an impreſiion, as 
no art of theirs could afterwards ful- 
ly conquer. 

Burt leave reaſoning, and. return to 
Keollo ; it ſeems very odd to fee the 
firſt four Scenes pals as it nothing ex- 
traordinary. were towards , without 
any preparation ; and mmmediately, 
without more ado, the two Brothers, 

ro 
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(29) 
two Kings, arc a fighting. The An- 
cacmts would have made the Earth 
tremble, and the Sun ſtart out of the 
Firmament art a fight ſo unnatural. 
Yer we make no more of them, bur 
turn them our, like rwo Cocks of the 
Game, for the diverſion of the Rab- 
ble. 

Some have remark'd, that Athens 
being a Democracy, the Poets, in fa- 
vour of their Government, expos'd 
Kings, and made them unfortunate. | 
Bur certainiy, examin the Kings of | 
their Tragedzes, they appear all He- 
roes, and ours but Dogs, in' compari- 
ſon of them. So reſpeatul they ſeem 
to Kings in their Democracy, and ſo 
unthinking, and unpolitick are our 
Poets under a Monarchy. Thebes 
was always enemy to Athens, yet 
would not any Natzonal pique, nor 
othcr, provoke the Poets to treat 
thoſe Kings unhandſomly ; becauſe 
by their rules ro have leſſen'd the 
Kings, would have made their Trage- | 
dies of no effect, in moving the pitty 48 
intended by them. They made the f 
Kings anfortunate, we make them | 

wicked 


EE TIE 


SS SS 
wicked: they made them to be pzr- 
tied, we make them to be curit and 
abhorr' d. | 

Thar I may, in all hitherto laid 
down, be the better underſtood, ler it 
be obſery'd what- meaſures Euripides 
rook in the Tragedy of Erheoctes and 
Polynzces. 

This inſtance I chooſe, the condi- 
tion of rhoſe Theban Kings being 
the neereſt to this of Rollo and Otr- 
fo : for they alſo were equally Kings, 


could not agree, kill'd each other. 


That we might not ſuſpect thar the 
diſſention between them roſe from 
any malice of rheir own, we are let to 
know,that the Gods owe a vengeance 
to Thebes, which is now ripe, and 
ready to fall upon them, for a crime 
of their Founder Cadmus. | 
Thar their Grandfather” Zazus 

warn'd by the Oracle not to marry, 
his Marriage had ſo incens'd the 
Gods, that now they were puniſhing 
his diſobedience on the third genera- 
tion. 

Thar their Father Oedipus had curſt 
them, and praid they might dye by 
each others hands. Theſe 


(31) 

Theſe Brothers, to avoid their Fa- 
ther's curſe, agree, not to live toge- 
ther, but ro Reign by the year alter- 
n2:ely, and each to be King in his 
turn. According to this agreement, 
the younger Brother goes into banith- 
ment, where he marrics, makes Allies 
of ſome hot-headed Princes, as Tydeus, 
Cap wmeis, and tive more, and brings a 
Confederate Army before Thebes. 
The Brothers have an enterview z 
Polynices demands his :urn ; Etheo- 
cles anſwers to this effect. 

Now, whilſt T may continne a King, 
T cannot willingly yield to become a 
Servant. Neither take you a right 
courſe, coming with force of Arms, 
and lying the Countrey waſt. Thebes 
would bluſh, ſhould I reſign my Scepter 
for fear of the Mycenzan ſpears. In 
fine, Brother, if I am totran( reſs, for 
a Kingdom IT would Par ag: ; in all 
the veſt (ft ) ſerve God. 

This haughry ſpeech of Ezheocles 
turns all the current of pitty to his 
Brother's ſide, Now the Contederates 


(f) ivon&6iv; 


fall 


(32) 
fall on to ſtorm the Town,are repuls'd, 
with great {laughter on both ſides. 
Etheocles, notwithſtanding he was 
the King in poſleſſion,notwithitanding 
he knew (by Tyre/cas the Prophet)tnac 
the Thebans would be viFfor:ous, and 


norwithſtanding the danger of his - 


Father's curſe ; yet out of his gene- 
rofity and humanity to ſave the effu- 
. fion of innocent blood ; offers the 
ſingle Combat with his Brothet ; 
which accepted, both are kill'd, and 
dye friends. Etheocles could not 
ſpeak, indeed, bur his ſighs were all 
tenderneſs. The laſt breath of Po- 
Iynices made theſe words ; 


(Lg) My friend turn'd enemy, but 


ftz11 my friend. 

Bur though Polynices ſeems ill 
treated, and his Brother is much too 
ſharp upon him. The reaſon given 
by the Poer, is, becauſe he brings for- 
reign Forces to invade his Natzve 
Countrey : and perhaps the Poer on 
this occaſion mighr ſomewhat ſtrain 
his Ph:loſophy ro gratify the Polztz- 


(2) 5 6in& 3B ix2e9s tryin], dan Fun hiaG-6 
HM, 


"YI dM. Es. 


ET _ 
c:au, bur the Poer ſeems ſo afraid 
thar the Audzence ſhould forger thar 
thele dilſentions are the effect of theit 
Anceſtors crimes ; and in no wiſe 
ſpring from their own ill mind and 
election ; that he is every whete a 
hinting to us the curſe entailed on 
the Family by their Grandtathers 
Marriage; the violence of ſuperior 
powers, of Demons and Furies , 
which we want language to expreſs, 
——j Jurd Ti ie O88: or ſome terrible 
goddeſs diſcord. 

—T tet, furs me 5 0% am. 
{re Tr ruin; —— Whether diſcord of 
your Father is the cauſe, or ſome ill 
ſpirit. Ks madiay ſuffer for the old 
pique apo Cadmus, voi Þ I yii— 
the land is ſick,  &' tnrivs* dur3y des 
Sed —— breath'd terrible curſes a” 
gainſt them , dex; dezmu mucly dyomonimys 
did curſe moſt unhallowed curſes to 
his Sons, mis ons degs I" Homw ixnmanocciy Ondg 
i 7 Txywn Adi@- Gia Oxiy. God is rea” 
dy to fulfil your curſes, becaule in 
ſpight of the gods Lazus made Chil, 
ren,dexs mggaabey Nah ids mac? $4, hand- 
ing the curſes from £Laizs down to 
D his 
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(34) 
his poſterity, — # ——zrwv Oz, 7%,— 
I was not bcrn ſuch a fool to pull ont 
my own eyes, and curſe my Sons, it 
ſome of the Gods had not made me 
mad,ſays Oedipus, Dt 5 Th drdmegs, — 
becauſe of your fiends.3 os; dxxzmg, — 
your fiend is the cauſe. | 

toy imouro 749d) jay | 

demrydin Jaudyey 7s dre, ſome bane ſent 
upon the Jand by evil ſpirits,” zzww 
arty &ray, the bane fixed to the Mar-. 
riage of Lains, mine; « guts” feuds. 
not eſcape their Fathers Furtes, 
adgud] iamni©r, the joy of the Furtes, 
Lew ieovey, becauſe of the Furs, 
. mwordy ieovior, the Plague of the Furtes, 
oedCoy dogs Thar, ſighing curſes againſt 
his Sons, x: 73 &k2w,— what comes 
from god, Jzuwairns, haunted with 
evil pirits Ii mevsid. vey wrwruueys 
Polynices had his name from Conten- 
. tion. 

By what I have noted one might 
think the Poct would kave us be- 
lieve that all the Furies in Hell were 
broke looſe and at work to make 
theſe rwo Brothers miſerable, and 
_ conſequently would have us take 


Meir 


C35) 


their part, would engage our afſe- 
_ Etions, and carry our heart along 
with a ſenſe of their ſufferings : 
Heaven and Earth conſpire their 
ruine, 

Quid mens Fneas zn te committere 
tanium ? | 

What had they done to deſerve 
this perſecution? the curſe of their 
Father Jay neareſt them, and is moſt 
inſiſted on by the Poet, how had they 
vexed their. Father ? their Father 
tranſported with the ſenſe of his own 
horrib'e misfortunes, tore out his own 
Eyes, and in that condition woul 
have run about the ſtreets, but theſe 
two Sons of his kept him within 
doors by force, this enrag'd him the 
more, and he threw his curſes about 
him, which ſome evil ſpirits (who 
haunted the houſe for ſome 0!d ac- 
counts) giadly lay hold on,and never 
reſted till thoſe curſes had their ct- 
fect. 

By what has been obſerv'd any 
one may judge whether theſc Chara- 
eters of Etheocles and Polynices , of 
thoſe of Rollo and Otto be the berter 
contrived for moving that pity which . 
D 2 Trageay 
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(36) 
Tragedy requires. And I have been 
the more particular, becauſe not on- 
ly Rollo, but moſt of the Charatters 
in our 'Tragedies of the laſt Age,may 
be examind by the ſame reaſon. And 
yet Eurypides has been blam'd for 
making his Chara&ters more wicked 
then they ought to be in Tragedy : 
he was not taxed by Ariſtophanes 
and Ar:ſtotle only, but by Sophocies, 
and the general ſenſe of Athens was 
againſt him. They ſaid, in thoſe 
days, that Comedy (whoſe Province 
was humor and ridiculous matter on- 
ly) was to repreſent things worſe 
then the truth. Hiſtory to deſcribe 
the truth, bur Tragedy was to invent 
— berter then the truth. Like 
good Painters they mult deſign their 
Images like the Life, but yer better 
and more beautiful then the Life.The 
Malefa&@or of Tragedv mult be a ber- 
ter ſort of Malefactor then thoſe that 
live in the preſent Age. For an ob- 
durate impudent and impenitent Ma- 
letaftor can neither move compaſſion 
nor terror ; nor be of any imaginable 


uſe in Tragedy. 
See 
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C393 


See we,then Rollo, fighting with 
his own Brother and King, equal to 


himſelf, and attempting to po 
him , without any remorſe ; ki 


{ 
ling 


him in their mothers arms, without 
any provocation; calling the Queen 
their Mother Belldam, and with 
drawn ſword threatning to kill both 
her and his Siſter, without any ſenſe 
ot honour or piety ; and muſt we not 


imagine a Legion of Devils in his 

ollo has murder'd his 
Brother, he ſtands condemn'd by the 
Laws of Poetry; and nothing re- 
mains but thar the Poet ſee him exe- 
cutcd, and the Poet is to anſwer for 
all the miſchief committed afrer- 
But Rollo we find has made 
his eſcape, and wo be ro the Chan- 
cellor, ro the Schoolmaſter, and the 
Chancellors Man; for thoſe are to 
be men of this world no longer. 
Here is like to be Poetzcal Fuſtice, 
ſo many lives taken away, and but 
the life of one guilty perſon to an- 
ſwer for all, and is not this a ſtrange 
method of killing ? If the Planets 
had contriv'd him for a Cock of thir- 
teen,his firſt Victor 


belly. When 


wards. 


y ſhould not have 
D 3 
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fit been the moſt important, he ſhould 
To . | firſt have prai&is'd on his ſubjects, 
mT and have riſen by degrees to the 
height of iniquity. His Brother So- 
veraign was his top-murder ; nothing 
remair'd after that, unleſs it were his 
Lady-Mother. 

Neither 1s Otto here a much more 

taking Gentleman, nothing appears 
in his Ce to move fits, or any 
way make the Audience of his 
party. 
Bur of all the world who wou'd 
ever have cxpectcd that Aibrey is to 
ſaccced in the Kingſhip ? *Tis a 
good man, but the dulleſt good, man 
that cver Pocr advanc'd toa Throne 
by ſuch extraordinary mcans. Some 
Dreams or old Propheſie thould have 
begun an expectation in us; or ſome 
Lambent-fires incircling his head , 
have drawn the peoples eyes upon 
him. Kollo and Otto mult both make 
untimely ends, to make wav tor Au- 
brey. So ſtrange a Revolution never 
happens in Poetry, but either Hea- 
yen or Earth gives ſome forenotice of 
it, 


| Howcyer 


However, ſomething ſhining and 
extraordinary ought to have appear'd 
in his CharaFer. Indeed he parts 
Rollo and Otro fighting, and Rollo 
was once difarm'd by him. But then 
for decencies ſake and Rollo's crc dir, 
he ſhould have been Jookt on as 
ſomething more then a mcer Subject. 
In a[l the reſt he appears an humble 
cndcavourer, ſpeaks honeſtly to no 
purpoſe, is bray'd and abus'd by Raſ- 
cals. Whereas each ſtep of his ſhou.d 
have been attended with ſuch awe 
and Majeſty, that the ——_ if 
not gueſs, might at leaſt wiſh to ſee 
him their Soveraign ; and have the 
pleaſure ro fee their wiſhes ſuc- 
ceſsful. | 

Gisbert and Baldwin, Chancellor 
and Tutor are Devota Capita, only 
come on the Stage to make Rolls 
_ greater ſinner by, their mur- 

of: 

Further to ſhew his rage againſt the 
Chancellor, ſays Xo//o, 


Captain, beſides remember this in 
chief, 
That being executed, you deny, 
D 


4 Tg 


rp — 
FE wp SY 4 
. A - 7 _ - 
F a5 7 
y 


4 


bt OI RIO h " 
* _ ras He Wt - L240 1h, Ao 12 [2 48... __ ay "_ 
; « "pv -£ Boy Io 8 PENS AR LL IA: a” LIB EE SA. i Fae wc OS ns . 
Lo er EEE ED AS WELLES Yan SL. ak oa ESR phes © Þ 
RC STE I EST BREE Pe WOE IT Oe 27 EIT t FEY nas if = /><X 


(49) 
Zo all his Friends the rites of Fu- 
___ meral, 
And caft hu Carkaſs out to Does 
and Fowls. 


No reaſon here is given for this in- 
humanity. 

On the like occaſion Scphocles con- 
trived a Tragedy, the Plot is this. 
By the death of Etrheocles and Poly- 
nices, Creon King of Thebes made an 
Edict, that none, upon pain of being 


| buried alive, ſhould preſume to give 
. burial xo Pohnices, the reaſons pre- 


tended are, That Pohmices had 
brought Forreigners to invade his 
Country, and Erheocles had dyed in | 
his Countreys defence, and therefore 
it would be unjuſt togive to both the 
ſame honour of Funeral, He further 
plooagee a charge left by Erheocles to 
the ſame effect. Now the picty of 
Antigone could nor digeſt fo hard a 
Law, bur in the night ſhe goes and 
covers her Brother with earth, is ta- 
ken by the Watch, and (Creon being 
deaf to all interceſſion) is ſent ro pu- 
niſhment. When the Biſhop ZTyre//as 
reproving Creon ſtrikes him with re- 

Pe Ok morle, 


morſe, who thereupon runs himſelf 
ro reprieve her, hears from herTomb 
the laſt groans of his only Son He- 
2901, Who he finds had ftabb'd him- 
ſelf and lay a dying at the feer of 
Antigone, his dead Miſtreſs. This 
diſaſter brought the ſame violent Fate 
on the Queen Exurydice,and wirh her 
depriv'd Creon wg all that could. be 
dear to him in the world. 

In this we have every thing ff, 
every thing ſurpr:zing, every thing 
p./ſionate to extremity. 

Whereas in Rollo we meet with ſo 
much ſtuff. lumberd together, thar 
not the leaſt ſpring can work, nor the 
leaſt paſſion ſtir, that is pleaſant or 
gencrous ; nor the leaſt proportion 
or beauty of Tragedy appear. Ar:- 
ſtotle ſays that an Image drawn with 
Chalk in the cxaC ſhape and ſymme- 
try, will pleaſe more then a whole 
potful of the beſt Colours thrown 
_ a wall without any figure or de- 

1gn. 

"ur to proceed with the Chara- 
&errs. Sophia at the firit appears a 
woman of ſpirit, in oppoſing ſo vehe- 
mently the diviſion of the _—_— 
: ur 
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(42) 
But ſhe il] maintains this Character ; 
when Rol{o in her preſcnce murders 
his Brother, threatens both her and 
her Daughter, ſhe very tamely ex- 
horts the Daughter to a vile com- 
pliance, fays ſhe ; 
Riſe Daughter, ſerve his will in 
what we may, 
_ what he m1y not, he enforce 
the rather. 
Ts this all you command us ? 


She ought ſurcly in another ſort of 
tone to have reſented this outrage, 
or before to have manifeſted a parti- 
ality for Rollo. 

 _ Ar his death Hiſtory informs us 
ſhe died of grief. *Tis a wonder this 
Tragedy ſpares her; hers would 
have bcen a more decent and Pocti- 
cal death then any of the reſt. In 
this the Hiſtory is the better Tra- 


gedy. | 
The Princeſs Z1:t;/4 for the ſmall 
part ſhe bears, acquits her ſelf brave- 
ly enough. Yet, methinks, Aubrey 
and ſhe ſhould have exchang'd ſome 
words ; ſome glanccs have been caſt, 
or otherways fome approaches wo 
cen 
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(43) 


been begun.For here there ſcarce go 
three words to the bargain. In the 
laſt lines of the Play he comes to this 
T ady as abruptly as ro the Dukedom, 
| both drop into his mouth. 

In Edith theſe waylings, clingings, 
and beſeechings ; theſe ſhowers of 
tears and words. 

----As you are a god abovue us, 

Be as a god then ful of ſaving 

a, = | 

Mera, O Mercy Sir, for his ſake 

ercy, 

That when your ſtout heart weeps, 

hall give you pity. 

Here oh grow, 

This ſort of imporruniry is nothing 
- ſo proper in this place, it might much 
better become Comedy, where Miſs 
La Foot intercedes for little Dog or 
Moncky, in peril tor ſome miſdemea- 
nor ; ſomething more of ſtomach and 
courage had ſuited her better. Tra- 
gedy requires not what is only Na- 
rural, but what is great in Nature, 
and ſuch thoughts as quality and 
Court-education might inſpire. She 
might indeed be ſurpriz'd, and at the 
firit let the meer Natural woman cf 

cape 


(44). 
cape a little, but one or two ſo harſh 
and barbarous repulſcs ſhould have 
rouz'd that Tragical ſpiric ſo vilely 
oltitured, and made: her reflect on 
the other bloody ſcenes, ſo lately 
acecd betore her eyes, and.caus'd her 
to deſpair before ſhe had troubl'd 
us with her endleſs impertinen- 
GIeS... | PL 
-- Nor indeed comes ſhort of her for 
tongue and wind, the old Dutcheſs, 
when in all reaſon one might expect 
that ſo violent grict and paſlicns 
would choak them ; they run chat- 
tcring, aSif the concern were no more 
then a. goſſiping : theirs are not of 
the 'o!d cur, Cure loves loguuntur 
trgentes ſtupent, 

Take her then reſolv'd ro Kill this 
Holofernes, when the ſets up for a 
Heroine, and will revenge the blood 
of the murder'd King Otto. of her 
Father, and the reit, When that 
ſcene preſents her full of dire deſign 
and bloody purpoſe, we then indeed 
have her conciſe in word, and Laco- 
nick in the repartce. To the firſt 
Complement ſhe anſwers. 


Tour 
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Tour grace is full of game. 
Walt pleaſe you ſit Sir. 
Of what Hr. 
Has a ſtrange cunning tongue, 
Why do-you ſigh Sir. 
My anger melts, O I fhall lofe 
my iaftice. 
His tongue will tempt a Saint. 
He will fool me. 


Is it likely that a Lady in her cir- 
cumftances could be ſenfible what a 
pretty liſping way he had with him; 
or could liſten ro the ſoft things he 
ſpoke, or anſwer him fo lightly ? is 
not this more like ſome M:nx in an 
Alley, then any Character for Tra- 
gedy ? There are in Women comi- 
cal frailties, and heroick frailties: 
anSſeveral conſiderations might have 
made her reſolution ſtagger ; but this 
of the tempting tongue 1s Comedy out 
of ſeaſon, 

I would alſo in this ſcene note this 
paſſage,ſays 

Ham. Pray. 

Roll. Pray. 
Ham. Pray if thou canſt pray, I 
| \ will 
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will kill thy ſoul elſe. 

Pray ſuddenly. 

This I think ſounds not fo well in 
Poctry, whatever it may do in Divi- 
nity. And now that l am upon the 
ſhort Dialogues, let me cite one that 
went before. 

Ham. Jee $;y Gisberts head. 

Roll. Good ſpeed, was't with a 
Sword. ; 

Ham. An Axe, my Lord. 

Roll. An Axe, was wilely done. 

Bur leaving Edith, ler us examine 
what was there in this Zatorch ro 
give him the aſcendant oyer his So- 
veraign ? Was it his Quality,his Va- 
lour, or ſome Peſtilent Wir, or what 
Fiddle had he ro Charm this ſavage 
Maſter of his ? (2) An Hiſtorian (who 
was never taxt for a prodigal of his 
words) could not mention the ZWme 
that led Cataline aſtray, without an- 
nexing the Inventory of her Excel- 
lencies, as how well ſhe Danc'd, how 
ſhe handl'd the Lute, and how ſhe 
ſpoke Greek. Yer Ro/lo a Prince of 
as great importance to us, is led by 
the Noſe to do all the miſchiecfs under 


(a) Saluſt. 
the 
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the Sun; and no body knows who 
'tis docs manage him. 

'Tis poſlible that a Prince may a- 
bandon himſelf to be rul'd by ſome 
buſie creature of no conſideration. 
The Annals of Normandy may men- 
tion ſuch Dukes. 

Hiſtory may have known the like. | 
But Arzſtotle cries ſhame. Poetry ; 
will allow of nothing ſo unbecoming, 
nor dares any Poet imagine that God 
Almighty would truſt his Anointed 
with ſuch a Guardian Devil. 

In the third A# enters Hamond, 
Captain of the Guard,and is a nimble 
Executioner ; and who would gueſs 
this the Man ordain'd to kill the Dra- 
gon. Bur whether in Poerry this 
job more Pe belong'd to Edrrth, 
or to this Hamond, may be a que- 
ſtion. : 

In the firſt place *tis reſoly'd that 
to neither of them did ir belong, bur 
that (of the rwo)) Ed;th might ra- 
ther have kilFd Rofſo, the following 
reaſons may prove, Viz. 

1. To Edith the provocation was 
greater ; a Father engaging our 
Piety more ſtrongly then a Bro- 
ther. 2, Ha- 
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2. Hamondholding a place of truſt; 
had a ſtrifter tye upon him : and 
Edith lying under no ſuch obligati- 
on ; the fa in her would not have 
been ſubjet ro ſo many aggrava- 
rions. | 

3. She, as a woman, might be pre- 
ſam'd not ſo well ro underſtand Alle- 
giance, and rodiſtinguiſh how far her 
Piety was to be reſtrain'd by ir. 

4. As in her ſex reaſon is ſaid to 
be: more feeble, ſo the Paſſions are 
ſuppos'd to be the more violent and 
precipitate. | 

5. The puniſhment had been morc 
fignal and more gricyvous to the Ty- 
rant, dying by the hand of a woman, 
and a woman to whom he was 
making love. 

6. By a woman the fa& would 
have been more ſurpriſing and cxtra- 
ordinary ; and greater would have 
been the wonder, which a Poet al- 
ways endeavours for, when it claſhes 
not with probability. _ 

7 Bal te x was of better quality 
then Allay. For though the Maid 


- might be content enough to be rob'd 


of her revenge ; yer what would her 
; Fathers 
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Fathers Ghoſt ſay ? And indeed what 
would the Chancellor's and Otto's 
Ghoſt ſay ? was their blood dumb ? 
or was not the cry of their blood to 
be heard ? mult rhey be murder'd 
and no harm cnſue? only to the 
Manes of the Chancellors Man muſt 


this Monarch be ſacrific'd. 
Allan te hoc vulnere-- ſays Ha- 
mond. 


Allin,my Brother A1lon gives this 
ſtab. 


ab. 

Allon it ſeems is ſatis fd, whilſt his 
berters muſt be fain ro appeal, and 
wait till Doomſday. 

Hitherto the Plot and Caracters. 

Far the thoughts and good ſenſe; 
compare the ſpeech againſt dividing 
the Dukedom, with that in Herod:an 
(from whence our Author takes it) on 
that ſame occaſion. Upon the divifton 
it was agreed,the one Brother to have 
Europe, the other to have A/ia;which 
their Mother hcaring,thus ſpoke, 

The Sea and Land, my Sons, you 
have found how to divide ; the Pto- 
pontick, you ſay, 7s 4 bound for e:- 
ther Continent, but how is it that 

Yet yorl 
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you will divide your Mother ? how 
all wretched 1 be cut in two and 
diſpoſed on to each of you ? firs there- 
fore, firſt flay me, and each of you take 
his mozety with him, and bury it. So 
with the Sea and Land, I alſo fhall 
be divided between you. 
Says Sophia, 
Divide me firſt, and tear me limb 
by lums, 
And let them find as many ſeveral 
graves, | 
As there areVilages in Normandy, 
And tis leſs ſin than ſo to weaken 1t. 
To hear it mention'd, does already 
make me | 
Enuy my dead Lord, © almoi? 
Blaſpheme 
Thoſe powers which beard my 
prayers for fruitfulneſs. 
And did not with my firſt birth 
cloſe my womb. 
To me alone my ſecond bleſſing 
proves my firſt, 
My fir#t of miſery, for if heaven 
That gate me Rollo, there had 
ſtay'd his bounty, 
And Otto, my dear Otto ne're had 
been, Or 
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Or being had not been ſo worth my 
love; : 
The ftream of my affettion had run 
conſt ant , 
In one fair current all my hopes 
had been 
Laid up in one, and fruitful Nors- 
mand | 
In this diviſion had not loft her 
ghortes. 
For as 'tis now, "tis a fair Dia- 
mond 
Which -being preſerv'd entire, ex- 
ceeds all value 
But cut in pieces (though theſe pie- 
ces are 
Set in fine gold by the beſt work- 
Mans cunning) : 
Parts with all eſtimation. So this 
Kingdom | 
As 'tis yet whole, the neighbouring 
Kings may covet | | 
But cannot compaſs, which druided 
will 
Become the ſpoil of every barba- 
rous Foe 
That will invade it: 


E 2 The 


The former ſpeech ſeems to ſhow 
a Woman of great ſpirit, labouring ro 
contain her paſſion till ſhe may urter 
.her mind : But this latter ſeems ro 
preſent a well-breath'd and prattis d 
Sr0l7, who vents her paſſion and ea- 
ſes her mind by talking,and can weep 
and talk everlaſtingly. - 

In that of Ju/za we find bat one 
thought, yer thar follow'd clofe and 
preſs'd with all rhe vehemence rhat a 
| ſtrong paſſion mighr inſpire ; as may 
be cafily apprehended by any who 
underſtand in Virgil, 


t lachrymans, guttiſque humeFFat 


grandibus ora. 


.She is not content to ſay, divide 
me, but ro lay the Image before their 
eyes, and make the {tronger impreſ- 
fhon. She will, ke the Sea and Land 
be divided, be cut in two, be ſhar'd 
out to them, to each his moiety,©c. 

Bur what a pother makes the old 
Dutcheſs? never French Author 
haſh'd and kickſhaw'd a little ſenſe 
into ſo many words that fignific no- 


thing 
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thing. She manages as if ſhe were 
to hold forth by the glaſs : Had her 
p_ after the firſt three words 
urlt our at her eyes, had ſhe wept 
and torn her hair, her Rhetorick had 
been more moving, and better under- 
ſtood, and ſhe had acquitted her ſeif 
Heroickly : Bur ſhe falls off immedi- 
arcly, as it ſhe had boſted out fome 
raſh thing art firſt, and was afraid of 
being ta'ne at her word ; her rongue 
runs over her paiſion, and ſteals into 
matters that lcan another way, and 
ſhe talks as if ſhe would talk the im- 
preiſion of her tirſt words quite out 
of the hearcrs heads again. After 
the three firlt words ſhe flies from the 
only thought that was proper, bigh 
enough, and proportionable to her 
pallion : ſhe is tor being ſplit in as 
many picccs as there are V:/lages in 
Normandy ; which expreilion ſcatters 
the thought, breaks the reſemblance 
and carries all remote from the occa- 
ſion, and muſt in effet move but ve- 
ry indifferently. From thence ſhe 
plunges into ſuch impertinent and in- 
conlittent wild jargon as is obvious-to 
E 3 any 
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any man. That of the Diamond is 
a good thought in it ſelf ; bur in this 
place comes very cold from her. 
mouth, *tis no more than it ſhe had 
faid, Divide the Dukedom,diiide me 
firit nay drvide a Diamond,&c.Natu- 
rally in a great paſſion none have 
lexſure ro ramble for compariſons, 
much leſs ro compute the value of 
Diamonds whole or broken. 

I queſtion not the Grammar, nox 
how Poetical the tile is, I reſt in the 
ſenſe, nor had yer been ſo particular, 
bur thatI takeall this Tragedy to be 
of the ſame pzece for the writing, un- 
leſs that ſeene of the AS7robogers ; 
and the Comical part,than which no- 
thing can be more diverting. 

Speeches of more matter I confeſs 
we have in the Play, and to Latorch 
we are oblig'd for them. | 


No friends, Sir, to your honour, 

Friends to your fall, where is your 
underianding 

The noble weſſel that your full ſoul 
ſail'd in, | 


Ribb'd 
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Ribb'd round with honours, where 
is that ! 'tis ruin'd. 

The tempeſt of a womans ſighs has 
ſunk zt. 

Friendſhip,take heed, Sir, is a ſmi- 
ling Harlot, 

That when ſhe kiſſes kiſſes a ſoder'd 
freendſhip, 

Fiecd out with Promiſes ; O pain- 
ted Rune | 


This Latorch alwaies Cants at this 
rate, and an extraordinary Muſe at- 
tends him. We may,I think,conclude 
the ſucceſs of this Play due chiefly to 
the Scenes for laughter, the merry 
jig under the Gallows, and where the 
Tragedy tumbles into the Kitchin a- 
mong the Skoundrels that never ſaw 
buskin in their lives before. There the 
Pantler and Cook give it thar reliſh 
which renders it one of the moſt fol- 
lowed entertainments in the Town. 
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A King and no King. 


W Ell fares it with Tragedy 
(ſays an (a) old ſtager ) the 
title 75 no ſooner known, but the Spe- 

_ FFators ſee into the deſign, and agree 
what they are to expettF. Name Oc- 
dipus, they know Laius was his Fa- 
ther, Jocaſta his Mother and all the 
generation: ſo there needs no more 
but hold up a finger, the Curtains 
d,awn,and tot they go. 

But 211 7s our condition, we are 
fain to coin new words,explium what 
zs past, preſent, and to come, yet nc- 
Ter can be underſtood enough , and 
without this ado whether Phidon or 
whether Chremes enters,he is hift off 

the Stage ; when as Teurer,Oedipus, 
or Pelcus might come with autho- 
rity. | 


(a) Antiphanes apud Athen. 
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Our Authors we ſce, never make 
uſe of the advantage which that Co- 
median envy d ſormuch in Tragedy. 
This Title gives 'no more light into 
the deſign, then had they calPd it 
Hocns Forus ; and indeed - the name 
; ſeems rather to promiſe a Comedz,and 
y one might expect ſome ſort of Mam- 
m1mouchy King, or Cozen of Duke 
Trinclel,”s for the Heroe of the Play. 


The Plot is this : 


The Qucen of Theria, Arane, had 
feign'd her ſelf with child, and made 
uſe of Go4r713's Son'to carry out the 
cheat. She afterwards proves truly 
with child, which came ro be Pan- 
thea, durſit not diſcover the firſt 
chear,ſo that Arbaces ( Crobria's Son) 
became actually King, is made really 
ſo by marrying Pantrea. . 

The ret is all Fpz{ode. 

In this Fable appears ſome pro- 
portion, ſhape, and (ar the firit ſight) 
an o#t/ide {air enough, yet art the bot- 
tom we hardly find what is more 
choice, or more exquifite and more 


Pper- 
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perfef7 than Hiſtory. By the. turn of 
the Phot, if we look on Arane, this 
Play might have been cail'd The De-. 
cerver Deceiv'd, it we look on Ar- 
baces, the title might have been The 
Fortunate Impeſtor, The lucky Sham, 
or ſomething of that kind ; which 
ſhows a want of that good ſenſe in it 
which Tragedy requires. 

There might have been fcigned 
ſome right ro the Crown long con- 
teſted between the two Families ; (as 
ours of Tork and Lancaſter ) and 
bloody civil war rcady to break our; 
when unexpectedly all grew huſhr and 
_ended in a marriage; which ( by a 
train long Jaid by Gobrzas) took ct- 
tet. This marriage ſhould not have 
ſeem'd .ſo advantageous to the falſe 
King, and his Father who brought 
it about; but by manifeſt reaſons 
of ſtate appear'd abſolutely neteſſa- 
ry for the good of the Kingdom, and 
above all things, deſired and Ia: 
 bour'd for by the relations of Pan- 
hea. 

Whereas on the contrary, we find 
the Queen Mother attempting to oy: 

on 


A SS LIE IR bs PH Seo Ar Eo re gs x BE ICI Yo ans Peep Ra * $4 2 
: aft 4 FO TY OE Se hen Il, 


(59) 
ſon this uſurper, and ſee no reaſon ta 
blame her endeavours. 

Whar ſets this Fable below Hiſto- 
ry, are many 7mprobabilities, and 
thoſe of the worſt ſort ; becauſe they 
contribute nothing to the wonder. 

' What more improbable, than that the 
Mother whoſe buſineſs it was to con- 
rrive the death of the Impoſtor,ſhould 
never caution or inform her only 
Daughter, who had the right to the 
Crown,that Arbaces was none of her 
Brother , but her vaſſal, and ſo ob- 
ſtruct her love for him ? 

Nor is it likely that Go6rz25s 
ſhould nor have reſery'd ſome means 
to let his Son know the ſecret, that 
his Sons condu& and addreſſes ro 
gain the Princeſs, might have been 
taſhiond accordingly. | 

The Characters are all zprovable 
and wnproper in the higheit degree, 
beſides that both theſe, their ations 
and all the /znes of the Play run fo 
wide from the P/or,that ſcarce ought 
could be imagin'd more contrary. 

We blunder along withour the leaſt 
ſtreak of lighr, till in the /af? at? we 
| ſtumble 


#/} 


fiumble on the Plot, lying ail in a 
lump together ; neither any rolerable 
direftion to guide us thither ; nor 
ought ingenious, juſt, or reaſonadle, 
thar carries us from thence. 

Whar find we in the Son of Gobr:- 
as thar he mult have the Princeſs and 
theKingdom for her portion,ſave oniy 
that the Knave his lather will have 
it ſo? .. | | 

Take his pi&ure ſent before him, 
and drawn by a friend. --He zs van- 
glorious, and hum&le, and mgry, and 
patient, and merry, and dull, and joy- 
jul, and ſorrowjul, in eat;emly mm 
an hour--- Should we find undcrwrit- 
ren T5 is a King,yert could not rca- 
ſon give way to our belict. 

Kings of Tragedy are all Kings by 
the Poets Eleft:ion, and it ſuch as 
theſe muſt be elected, certainly no 
Pol/b Die: would cver ſuffer Poct to 
lavea voice in chooling a King for 
them. Nor will it ſerve that A: vaces 
is not truly a King, tor he is actualiy 
ſach, and intended for a true and 
rightfa! King betore the Poet has 
done \vith him, what wants in Birth 
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rhe Poct ſhouid make up in his Mc- 
rir, cvery ene iS to conſent and wiſh 
him King, becauſe the Poet deſigns 
him for one, 'tis (beſides) obſerv'd 
that Uſurpers generally take care to 
deſerve by their conduct whar is de- 
ny'd them by righr. 

We are to preſume the greateſt yer- 
rucs, Where we find the higheſt of 
rewarJs ; and though it is nor neceſ(- 
ſary that all Heroes ſhould be Kings, 
yer undoubtedly all crown'd heads 
by Poetical right are Heroes, This 
Character is a fiower, a prerogative, 
ſo ccrtain, ſo infeparably annex'd to 
the Crows, as by no Poct, no Parlia- 
ment of Poets,cver to be invaded. 
Arbaces indeed is of a different 
mould, he no ſooner comes on the 
Stage, but lays about him with his 
rongue at ſo nauſeous a rate,Caprtain 
Beſſus is all Modeſty to him,to mend 
the matter his friend ſhaking an em- 
pty skull, ſays 'T:s priy that valour 
ſhould be thus drunk. Had he +been 
content to brag only amongſt his 
| own Vaſlals, the fault might be more 
| ſufferable, but the King of Armenia 
| IS 
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is his priſoner, he muſt bear the load 
of all ; he muſt be ſwagger'd ar, in- 
ſulred over, and trampl'd on without 
any provocation, We have a Jrene 
of his ſufferings in cach Ac? of the 
Play : Bajazet in the Cage was ne- 
ver ſo carried about, or telt half the 
barbarous indignities which are 
thrown on this unfortunate Prince by 
our monſter of a King. 

If the Poet would tcach that vidto- 
ry makes a man inſolent ; he mult at 
the ſame time make victory bluſh, 
and fly ro the other fide; as a juſt 
puniſhment for him that had abuſed 
her favours. 

To the Queen-Mother his lan- 
puage is, Plagues rot the adulterous 

ach ! thou worſe than Woman 
dam'd---ftrumpet---whore ! &c, to his 
Father Govbrzas ; 


»Curſes incurable, and all the evils 
Man's body or his ſpirit can re- 
IE 
Be with thee. 


To the Princeſs Paxthea his ſup- 
; poſed 
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poſed Siſter, after having caſt her in 
\riion, and a thouſand outrages very 
C oarliy. 


Arb. I have beheld thee with a 


luſiful eye. 
My heart is ſet on wickedneſs, to 
att ; 


Such ſins with thee, as I have been 
afraid 

To think of If thou dar'ſt conſent 
to this, | 

(Which I beſeech thee do not) thou 
mayſt gain 

Thy liberty, and yield me a con- 
rent © 

If not, thy dwelling muſt be dark 
and cloſe. 


Theſe ſpeeches, drawing his Swgrd 
at the Queen-Mother, and the otffer 
outrages, make the ſum of our He- 
roes vertues, and neither worſe nor 
better find we throughout his cha- 
racer. ' Arbaces ſhould haye been 
conſiderd in a double capacity ; he 
ſhould have been endu'd with all the 
greatneſs of mind, and generoſity of 
a King 
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a King, and alſo with the modeſty of 
a2 Subjet. The want of which, is a 
great aggravation of his fauls; for 
his carriage towards the Royal Cap- 
tive, towards the Queen-Morther, to- 
. wards the Princeſs, as he was a King, 
were inſupportable,as no K:ng, it was 
all abominable. Hiſtory ſometimes 
takes notice of a certain 7n#7;r:5# 
which has ſtrangely hinder'd many 
unnatural ations. A Poet, I am ſure, 
ought always to have that #n57:nt7, 
or ſome good genus ready ro ſetve 
his Heroe upon occaſion, to preyent 
theſe unpleaſant /bocking indecencies, 
which otherwiſe might happen. This 
#ftinfF ſhould in Arbaces have begot 
a reſpec ro his Father Go6rzas, and 
have humbl'd him in the preſcnce of 
ſuch as were truly of the Blood Roy- 
al. 

And far from decorum is it, that 
we find the King dro//;ng and quib- 
ling with Beſs and his Buffoons, 
and worſe, that they ſhould preſume 
ro break their little jeſts upon him. 

This too is natural, ſome will ſay. 
There are in nature many things 

wg which 
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which H:ſ/orians are aſham'd to men- 
tion, as below the dignity of an Hi- 
ſtory : Shall we then ſuffer a Tom 
(orzat in Poetry ? Shall we on the 
moſt imporrant day of a King's Reign, 
and at Court be content with ſuch 
entertainment as 1s not aboye a Cob- 
ler's ſhop ? Might nor a Poet as well 
deſcribe to us how the King cars and 
drinks, or goes to Joo/; for theſe 
actions are alſo xatural : but obſerye 
the behaviour of Arbaces, after thar 
he is found to be mo K;ng, Now he 
will make amends, and give fatisfa- 
Ction to all he had wrong'd. To the 
Gentlemen abour him. 


Arb. Why do you keep your hats off; 
Gentlemen! 

Ts it to me? I ſwear it muſt not 
be. 

Nay, truſt me, in good Faith it muſt 
not be. 

T cannot now command you, but I 

Yay you, 

* hs real you bear me, when 
you took 

Me for your King; each man clap 

F On 


( 66 ) 
On his hat 
At my deſire. 
| £ 


bt | yl \ . » © 
Wall | And ſurely the Captive King can- 
| not bur be content, when told thar 


Arb. He ſhall go ſo home, as never 
MAN WEeNs. ; 

BE Mardon. Shall he go on's head ? 

ff Arb. He ſhall have Chariots eaſier 

" | than air, 

| "il | » That I will have invented; and 

FLIP / ne'r think 


He jhall pay any ranſom : And thy 
elf | 
That art the Meſſenger ſhalt ride 


: 
T4 before him 
Fi | On an Horſe cut out of an intire 
F 11 Diamond, 
li ' That ſhall be made to go with 
i" golden TVheels. 


I know not how, yet. 


A . 


For the Captive King's Miſtreſs ; 


| if Arb. She ſhall have ſome ſtrange 
bp thing ; we'l have the Kingdom 

1 

[ 


Ji Sold ntterly, and put into a toy, [= 
I'p: EY Which 


IWhich ſhe ſhall wear about her 
careleſly 


JSomeWwhere-or other. 


Now, that he is no King, nor has 
ought to give, he is for ſelling all 
without asking leave of the true So- 
vereign Panthea. To her his Com- 
pliment is, 


Arb. Grant me one requeſt. 

Pant, Alas, what can I grant you? 
what I can, I will. 

| Arb. That you will pleaſe to marry 


| mee. 
= If I can prove it lawful. 
Pant. Is that all ? 
- | More willingly than IT would draw 
this atr. | 


Should nor rather the Spr/t of 
Majeſty haye now rouz'd up in the 
Princeſs, and ſhe have call'd to mind 
his late bruriſh inſolence, and have 
call'd him impudent Slave, and diſ- 
e || charg'd a frown that ſhould have 
{truck him dead, or commanded him 
to be #a:/'d to the floor as fa/ſe coin, 
F 2 and 


I de hs 44S, 


Per oo ER ts Ll 


* 


and a corterfeir ſtamp of Majeſty. 
And certainly his charater could de- 
ſerve no better fate. Bur tor his com- 
fort, this Princeſs was none of thoſe. 
One ,might ſwear ſhe had a knock 11 
the Cradle ; ſo ſoft ſhe is ar all points, 
and ſo ſilly. No Lnſey-woolſey Shep- 
herdeſs but muſt have more ſou/ in 
her, and more ſenſe of decency (not 
to ſay.) honour. ' To this Vaſlal of 
hers, on her knees for half an hour 
together, ſhe whines at this rate, vzz. 


Pan. I know T am unworthy, yet 
not 111 


Arm'd, with which innocence I 
here will kneel 

Till T am one «ith earth ; but I 
will garm 

Some words, and kind ones, from 
For. ; 


Thus ſhe continues, and by and by 
he #4:ſſes her thrice, then calls her 
Witch, Pozſoner, Traitor, ſends her to 
Priſon; ſhe thanks him with all her 
heart, , 


Pan. 
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Nay, 'tis well the Ring ts pleas'd 


with zt. 


At the next meeting ſhe will needs, 
be cloſer and cloſer to him ; he can- 
not keep her off him, he tells her he 
would cammir zuceft with her : She 
rcturns a drawing, yawning, yielding 
anſwer; and procceds to tel] him, 
that ſhe wiſhes he were not hcr Bro- 
ther, that ſhe loves him ſo well, ſhe 
can love no man elſe; ſhe ſhall weep 
her eycs out : and farther. 


Pan. But zs there nothing elſe 

That we may do, but only walk! 
methinks 

Brothers and Siſters I1wfully may 
kifs. 


Had Panthea been ſome Waſtcoat- 
teer of the Village, that had becn 
tormerly Complaiſant with him be- 
yond diſcretion, more vile ſubmiſhons 
ſhe could not deviſe : But as ſhe is 
lawiul Soverezen, nothing could be 
inyented more oppolite to all honeſty, 


3 honour, 
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honour, and decorum. If we conſider 
them as Brother and Siſter, *ris hor- 
ribly wicked. If we look on her as 
Sovereign, and him. as her Subject, 
what can be more diſhonourable ? So 
that if z»ſtznf7 guided their love, as 
lawful and warcantable ; it may be 


anſwer, that the ſame 2uſt;z& ſhould 


have prevented thar love, as inſolent 
and preſumptuous in Arbaces, baſe 
and unbecoming in Panthea. For 
whether a Lady may better marry 
her Brother, or her Groom, is a que- 
ſtion more eaſily decided in Divinity, 
than in Poetry. 

We are let to know that rhe Queen- 
Mother was for removing the Uſurper 
by poiſan, and tor bringing all into 
the right channel agen. This we 
might expect to be a Woman coura- 
grous, and truly Tragzical : yet we 
find her the verieſt patient Gr:ſſe/ 
that ever had lain by a Monarch's 
ſide. She comes bur thrice on the 
Stage; the firſt time ſhe is rebuk'd by 
Gobr:as, with the ſame language thar 
the Vicar of Newgate might diſpence 
to ſome /:ner forlorn ; then ſhe is on 


her 


9 0nt nw HE OMRON Nd Ut HERS, eG ISS He err re ot 


(71) 
her 922ry-bones to the Impoſtor with- 
out reluctancy. Laſtly, when pro- 
vok'd with a drawn Sword, and words 
more cutting, the proudeſt rant ſhe 
could be raid to, was : --- Fjre con- 
ſume me if ever I was a Whore, 

If nothing elſe in the character of 
Arvaces, the drawing his Sword a- 
gainſt a Woman, was enough in Poetry 
ro damn him. After that outage, he 
could make no pretenſions to ought 
that is good or honourable. 

On this occaſion memorable is that 
paſſage in Virgil, where Zneas after 
having related, how the Town on fire 
about his cars,-- on the ſudden awak*d 
from his ſleep, -- flung headlong by . 
rage and deſpair, -- forſaken by his 
reaſon, -- his triends ſlaughter'd abour 
him, -- the King Pram murder'd be- 
fore his face : -- when he ſpics the 
cauſe of all this, He/len, $kulking in 
a corner -- at the ſighr of hcr. 


Exarſere iznes animo, ſubit ira 
cadent em 

Ulciſci patrinm, & ſcelerat 1s [i- 
me re Penas, Oc. 

F 4 All 
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All which,with what follows,comes 
to no more, than had he ſaid ; -- In 
thar nick of time 7 even made a gue- 
ſtion within my ſelf, whether I was not 
ro take revenge on her; ro that de- 
gree of madneſs had my troubles 
wrought me. 


- Talia jattabam, & furiata mente 
. ferebar. 


Now here, this revenge goes no 
farther than his thoughts ; theſe 
thoughts*---- ZZneas himſelf con- 
demns, and cal]s them madneſs ; and 
js alſo ſharply reprov'd for them by 
his Guardian Angel, 


Nate, quis indomitas tantus furor 
 excitat zras ? | 


Onid furis? 


No man but Virg// could ever pen 
gy thing with that infinite care-and 
caution as is this particular paſlage. 
One might think Y:rg// foreſaw what- 
eyer could be objectcd ; and provided 
againſt all ſcruples. 

| | Yet 


(93) 

Yer of ſuch a nice taſt were the 
Criticks in that age of good ſenſe ; that 
Vars and Tucca itruck our all the 22 
Verſes which contain this paſſage. 
Theſe were employ'd by Augui7us to 
inſpect what (by rhe untimely dzath 
of Virgil) might have been left im- 
perfect, and they durſt not ſuffer theſe 
22 lines to paſs, though eſſential to 
the Poem ; ſo tender they .were, leſt 
their Heroe might lye under a ſuſpi- 
tion of rranſgreſſing in any pund7:/z0 
_ of thar nature. 

We need not make a controverſy 
whether V7rgzt or his Cr:tzchs be in 
the right : But if V2rgz/ will not in 
a man allow rhe thought of itriking 
a Woman in any circumſtances, un- 
leſs he condemns himſelt for that 
thought. And if his Cyztic&s will nor 
permit a thought of that kind with 
any qualifications whatſoever ; then 
we may well conclude, that Poetry to 
- be very groſs, where the men both 
think, and ſpeak, and a their cruel- 
ties againſt omen, without any ſhame 
or reſtrainr. 


Bur 
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But Aybaces, though mad, and 

» flaſh'd upon by never ſo great a hur- 
r:can of provacations, was not to be 
allow'd to think of ſtriking ; becauſe 
the Womans qgual:!y was above his, 
and made her ſacred. Neither in 
this point is there a difference be- 
twixt an Epick Poem and a Tragedy ; 
when the concluſion of both is pro- 
ſperons. 

As here, Z#neas, a King, of great 
merit, by the aſliſtance of Hcaven, 
and his friends,after much labour, mar- 
rics Lavma. 

And Arbaces, no King, of no merit, 
without friends in Heaven, or on the 
Earth ; without any trouble weds 
his King's only Daughter, and the 

a Kingdom of J[4er:a is her portion. 

I know with the Ancients, Oreſtes 
kill'd his Mother, Hercules his Wife 
and Children, Agamemnon his Daugh- 
ter. Bur the firſt was an at of 7u- 
feice ; the ſecond of Frenzy; the Jaſt 
of Religzon. But theſe were all Tra- 
gedics unhappy in the cataFFrophe. 
And the buſineſs ſo well pgnr'd; 
that every one might ſee, that theſe 

Worthics 


C99) 
Worthics had rather have laid violent 
{ hands on themſelves, had not their 

will and choice been over-rul'd. Eve- 

ry ſtep they made, appear'd ſo con- 
trary to their inclinations, as all the 
while ſhew'd them unhappy, and ren» 
der'd them the moſt deſerving of pit- 
ty in the World. | 

Another Canker in the heart of 
this Tragedy, is the inceſtuous love 
(tor ſuch it appears) between Arba- 
ces and Panthea, I mean, the condut? 
of it. When any de/ign on the Srage 
iS in agitation, the Poet mult raxe 
care that he engage the affections, 
rake along the heart, and ſecure the 
good will of the Audience. Tf the 
deſign be wicked, as here the making 
approaches rowards an znceftuous cn- 


joyment ; the Audzence will naturally 


loath and deteſt ir, rarher than favour 
or accompany it with their good 
wiſhes. *'Tis the ſad efiefts and con- 
ſequences of an ill de/agn which the 
Audience love to have repreſented : 
tis then that the penztence, remorſe 
and d:ſpazrs move us: tis then 


that we grieve with' the ſorrow- 
tul, 
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ful, and weep with thoſe that weep. 

- Therefore were the Ancients to 
make an znces7wuous love their ſubject; 
they would 7ake it in the f2//, as it 
rowls down headlong to dciperation 
and miſery. 

Many in the World for their intereſt 
may comply and help forward the ad- 
vances towards an ill ation; but on 
the Sage there is no kindred nor fil- 
thy lucre to biaſs the Audzence, or 
make them partial to the cvil-doer. 
I the Poet obſerve not theſe mea- 
ſures, the working up of a Scene, 
is plainly the tormenting of nature, 
and ho!ding our cars to the Grind- 


ftone. 


For an inceſtuous love, famous a- 
mong(t the Ancients, was the ta/e of 
Macarens and Canace. In the liſt of 
thoſe Tragedies wherein Nero de- 
lighted ro be an Mor, Suetonins 
reckons Cimace parturiens. The ti- 
tle may fatisfy us, that all the ſoft 
things, all the amours, the flowers 
and feurets were over, cre the Offen- 
ders centred on the Stage. 


In 
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In this laſt age a noble (*) 1ralzan 
compos'd a Tragedy of Canace after 
the model of the Ancients; for the 
time of the at70n: he alſo chooſes 
the day of Canaces labour, And then 
the pangs of child-bearing are the 
ealicit that ſhe ſuffers. tor, ro heigh- 
ten the diſgrace, this Poet teigns Ma- 
cares and Canace to be Twins, and 
this day to have been their birth-day, 
which the King, their Father, is about 
to ſolemnize with a Feſtival. Im- 
mediatly we. find the rwo Offenders 
(under their apprehenſion of being 
diſcover'd) in the greateſt confuſion 
and deſpair imaginable. Bur that we 
mighr more juſtly pitty them, he in- 
forms us, that their crime proceeded 
not from any folly or miſcarriage in 
themſelves which they might have 
avoided ; but that a (ft) re/if7leſs 
power above, and Celeſtial force had 
over-rul'd them : that indeed Venus 


(*) Speronz Sperone, 


({) Non malattia mortale, 
Ma fa celeſte forza 

Non propria elettzone, 
Ma un impeto fatal,——— 


had 


—_ xe 
Ea ee 0. Ret rn IE » x __ - o'* 


— parry — 


LD ONE 


260. II. 


RE. 


"oF y _ NEE I Re _— — ELD a4 A - n a6: a6 $" AT wn RS, oa ff 1 
ESE TOC OE COPIES Ae, 7 OAPI $527 RR. 


(73) | 
had an old reck'ning with their Fa- 
"ther Zolustor perſecuting her ZZne- 
a5, and thus ſhe diſcharg'd it with a 
VERGeance. | 
By the rule of the Antients no co- 
lours, no ſophiſtry or ribaldry's, 
were us'd ro leſſen a crime betore ir 
was committed : for then their Rhe- 
rorick could have no good efie&, bur 
mult have grated on the hearers pa- 
tience. Bur after the fat, when its 
puniſhment came heavy upon it, then 
all rheir art and invention was at 
work, to find out circumſtances to 
extrenuate the guilr, that. the perſons 
guilt y might be capable of pzty. 
Arbaces in the diſhoneſt love to 
his Siſter, ſhould have follow'd the 
example of that Antiochus in the Hi- 
ſtory, who in love with his Step- 
mother, diſcover'd not his paſſion by 
any words or gallantrzes ; bur pin'd 
away, and gave himſelf over to dye; 
and had dy'd, if the dexterity of his 
Phy ſirtian had nor by feeling his Pulſe 
learnt the cauſe of his diſtemper. 
The better to cleer this marrer, I 


will trace the manners and conduct 
of 


(79) 

of Phedra in Euripides, where we 
are rold that H:ppolytus having too 
radely ſlighted the Altars ot Venus, 
ſhe is offended, and will have the 
whole Family feel the effefts of her 
reſentmenr. To bring this abour,ſhe 
{trikes Phedra with a poiſon'd darr, 
and makes her in love with this Fp- 
polytns, her Son in Law. Phedra 
conceals her love, ſtrives to overcome 
 1t, not prevailing,reſolves ro (a) kill 

her ſelf by taſting. And now for three 
days had ſhe neither eat nor ſlept, 
when ſhe firſt appears on the Stage. 
No wonder then if ſhe talks very 
madly, ſhe is in an hundred minds 
all at once, ſhe tries all places and 
all poſtures, and is always uneaſic in 
the preſent. Now her dreſs is a pain 
to her, and now ſhe will be carryd 
to her Cloſet and ſhut up cloſe, in- 
ſtantly agen, ſhe calls to have her 
locks tied back, and nothing but the 
garb of an Amazon will pleaſe her, 
then ſhe would ſleep in ſome grott, and 
drink the waters from'a moſſie foun- 


(4a) 'Aomre d' us amo Bic. 


fan. 
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tain. Now ſhe cries for the open air, 
for ranging the hills, for driving the 
woods, for whooping the dogs , for 
chaſing the Stag, and brandijhing a 
Favelin: and ah that the hoyſes 
were ready to mount. Now he 
complains of her diſtrattion , and 
blames ſome (b) Divine power ; and 
now her face is loaded with ſhame, 
confuſion and tears. Hide me ( he 
crees) ah hide me from the world, it 
pans hey ( the ſays) to return to her 
right ſenſes. | 

Here is a Scene of Madneſs,but not 
of Bedlam-madneſs ; here is Nature, 
bur not the o4ſcenztzes, not the b1:1d- 
ſides of Nature, which are repreſen- 
ted when Arvaces and Panthea go 
Looſe together, and whether of the 
two Madnelles is the more apt to 
move pzty, need not certainly be a 
queſtion. 

Hirherto cannot the Governeſs, Con- 
fident, or Nurſe of Phedra, under- 
ſtand where Pheara is pincht. - She 
ſifts, importunes and conjures her, yet 


(b) Evadyny my SaipeyC©r ara. 
after 
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aſter all is no wiſer rill accidentally 
amongſt other arguments. whereby 
ſhe would perſwade Phedra to live, 
Live, ſays ſhe, otherwiſe you betray 
your Children to be Lorded over by 
that other womans Baitard this 
Amazon's Son, I mean Hippolytus; 
woes me, ſays Phedra, you have un- 
aone me | name him no more, The 
Nurſe proceeds to torture her with 
queſtions, and Phedra returns as 
many perplexed anſwers , till at the 
laſt ſays Phedra, 


Phed. What ts &t that men call to 
be mn love? | 

Nurſe. I: i# of all things the ſweet 
eſt,and alſo the moſt bitter. 

Phed. I have ſufficiently experi- 
end both. 

Nurſe. What ſys my Child, do you 
love any Man ! 

Phed. Who is that ſame,that of the 
Amazon ? | 

Nurſe. $:y you. Fippol' tus ? 

Phed. Thrs from your ſelf you hear; 
but not from me. 


. 6G Alas ! 
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Alas ! undone ! intolerable, cries 
the Nurſe, and ſhe will not live one 
moment longer. And concludes that 
all, (even modeſ} women too againſt 
their will) would be naught ,and ihat 
Love ts the weryeſt g.d almighty ; 
there is not the felliw of him in all 
the heavenly gang. 

T have only cited the concluſion of 
this Scene, to nore the utmolit a4- 
wances of Phedra towards a confeſ- 
ſion, the only crime of which ſhe 
was guilty ; and ro ſhow that this 
Nurlſe(ſo long kept in ignorance Jwas 
no foo], but ſubtle and nimble enough 
cocatch and run away with the leaſt 
hint that could be offer'd. 

In the former Sceae all the conflict 
was between love and modeſty ; this 
preſents /ove and an active friendſhip 
join'd, both at once labouring ro ſab- 
due this mod: ſfy, ſo far only as to ex- 
tcrt a, confeliion. The Nurſe with 
wrung hands lics at Thedra's teer, 
embraces her knees, begs her to live, 
for her Childrens ſake to live, and tcll 
her pain. Phedra ſtrives, would be 
from the Nurſcs hands, complains of 

| the 


the violence, promiſes to tell, yet 
raves and rambles, ſpeaks ſhort = 
ambiguous; all is darkneſs ; whileſt 
every where tenderneſs, pailion and 
modeſty reign,and appear to admira- 

tion. E 
This Scene having wrought off the 
Remains oft Phedr#s frenzy, in the 
next ſhe ſeems more calm, her mind 
more at eaſe, and now will move pty 
from a new Topzch, tor now this un- 
fortunate Lady is found ro be a wo- 
man of grear ſenſe and underitanding. 
She reaſons (to the Chorus) and won- 
ders how humane life becomes ſo cor- 
rupt, for certainly ( fays ſhe) it can- 
not be natural to do amiſs, when we 
underſtand what 1s rzght. Tet thus 
it ha pens, We have Fee our Cyes, 
and know what 1s good, but we pra- 
Hiſe otherwiſe. Some out of. foath,:d 
others hari, 2 kind of pleaſure 
before honeſty ; ihere be many plea- 
ſures of life, as converſation , eaſe 4 
ſweet eval, and modeſſy. Now there 
are two ſorts of pleaſure, one good; 
this other the bane of Famulics ; but 
would this appear always in its true 
G z £05 
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colours, *twould no l,nger be counted 
leafure. Theſe things when T con- 
fider'd, T thonght no Philter could 
ever ſeduce me to att againi# my 
knowledge. | | 

But to open my mind to you, afier 
love had wounded me, I caff with 
my ſelf how I might bear my illneſs 
the moſt decenily, and from that time 
made it my care to lide my d;temper 
and keep it to my ſelf. Secondly, 1 
reſobu'd to get my vight ſenſes agen, 
and with chastity to overcome mM 
frenzy. In the third place, if the 
attempt to cure my diſtemper prov'd 
vain, I then thought' my beſt courſe 
would be to dye. 

For 1 know the diſeaſe to be inf1- 
mons, and eſpecially im me a woman, 

edous to all people,  * 

Then the curſes thoſe who f-/? pol- 
Iuted the Marriage-bed, And hates 
the baggnges that cm talk (0 ſmoothly, 
and yet will do nwmhiy things in a 
corner. (a) Bleſſed Lady, f.iys he, 


(a) Il; mr' © Siomuya mynie vine 


how 
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how can they look their husbands in 
the face? how can they but tremble 
at their (b) confederate. darine(s ? 
and be afraid that the wery (c) walls 
and doors ſhould open and cry whore 
at um. 

She concludes , Therefore dear 
friends, this ſame ſhall kill me, that 
1 may never be taken to' diſgrace my 
Husband, and the Children I have 
brought forth. 

The Nurſe perceiving her Miſtreſs 
thus reſolute, ſets - her tongue a run- 
n.ng to this purpoſe. 


Lady (quoth fhe) 1 was lately in a 
iwittering fear for you, 


But now I confefs my ſelf hen-hear- 
ted, 
It has been ſaid,tbat ſecond thoughts 


are the wiſeſt. 
: And now (believe me) there is n0- 
. thing ſingular, 
| (b) ——7Þ ooierww. 
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Nothing unreaſonable in your 
_ cafe, | 
The truth is,the goddeſs 45 terrible 
64 at you. 
Well, you love? that's no mar- 
_ web. 7 
And you would kill your ſilf for 
Ive. | | 
That wou'd be a pleaſant pranch, 
zf all that ave, © | 
nd that are to be in love muſt 
reſently take that courſe. 
There is no Frivmg, ; 
No dodemg with love, when it 
_ comes 14 earneſt. 


'Tis eaſte to thoſe that are yield- 
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Bur if you will be goodly,and think 
high of your ſelf, © 

If you will reſiſt and be ſtub- 
born, | 

Why, then there's no whoo with 
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It ſhakes and breaks, and thinders 
Fs to Atoms immediately. 

ove 1s King of the air, , 
Whizz goes his power through the 
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And we are all of us his off- 


LE 

who have read the Chroni- 

cles, 

Or are Shill'd im antjient Bal- 
Lades, 

Can tell us ſtories of Jupiter, Seme- 
le, Cephalus. | 

Of ſuch love, and ſach wild lo- 
vers as you woud think ſtrange 
al, 

Tet theſe Lovers (many of them) 
were * prefer d in heaven, 

And now are waiting at gods ell- 
bow. 

The gods melted with their ſuffer- 
ings,cou'd not be angry. 

- And now you will be in afit. 


Tou cannot be content with the ſame 


Laws, 

With the ſame Nature, with fleſh 
and blood.like other folks. 

Tou ſhould have been hatchd” in Ja. 
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And ſo been fram'd ſome bleſſed 
Angel. 

How m:ny men who are right in 
thery ſenſes, 

See therr bed tumbPFd,yet walk on, 

And lets it trouble ther heads no 
t1rther, _ 

Tis nme points of wiſdom to keep 
that ſecret, 

Which wwould be no credit ,uben di- 
vulg'd, 

Perfettion is an atery notion never 
to be found m prattice. 

Then ſurely they are well hop't up, 

Who ſet themſetues to Irve (a) ex- 
actly. 

As this world goes zf our good deeds 
out-tetl the bad, 

We ſhall make an handſome reckn- 
ing. 

Thes, dew Child,be mo longer in an 
ill mind, 

For the godde(s has an heavy pique 
againſt you. 

And truſt not that ſhe will be 
check-mated by you. 


(a) dre ous, 
Nor 


R > . 6 r G 4 ET OY ITT te4 
347; #96 nes >=] Rt ESE, $ $9: ONE EAR nd ns Dope % 


4 _- p Mat i 2 apart 4g oye” 8 I 2 Ig a RE we toner a «S258 ” ” 
BO ROO I HE; EE 2 IS ER 


ng - EIT \ EO A ont 


(89) 

Nor think you to be higher than 
the h:gheſt of alt : 

For ſuch, m effetÞ, 1s your laſt reſo- 
[ulton. 

And, 10 tell you fpliinky, 'tis an af- 
front to *cm. | 

Then pluck up a good heart, 

And love on; ſimce (b) God will 
have it (o. 

Tou have a wound,cure your wound. 

There are Spells, and Charms, and 
(c) healing words , 

* Some remedy ſhall be found out for 
ou. 

And truly, if we Women cannot 
aduiſe you, 

The wit of man will come too late, 


The. Nurſe here delivers all the 
good ſenſe that could be' proper for 
the occaſion, as may be diſcern d, not- 
withſtanding the ill dreſs, in which I 
have diſguis'd it. A leſs conſidering 
-Poet would have diſplaid all this 
aialogue-wiſe, and made it a Scene of 


(b) ——2t%; iGuriIn TAs. 


(e) 02201 FHALTHEWN. 


mighty 
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mighty ſputter. But E#rip/des would = 
not ſuffer his Phedra lo 1tar ro coun- 
renance or litien ro rhele lewd rea- 
ſons, as once to think they deſerv'd 
any particular anſwer. To dilpute 
in a matter of this kind, would have 
been the next door to rhe being con- 
vinc'd ; and to contend, was tv put 
her ſelf in the way of being over- 
come. She therefore at once makes 
this return. 


-—— 
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Ph. 'Tzs thus that Towns and Kine- 
doms are deſtroy'd, 

By a fair tongue and flattering 

| ou decox'd : 

We ſhould not f.le our words to 


pleaſe the ear ; 
But ſtrihe' the mind, and Kindle 


glory there, 


| 


To make ſhop, the Nurſe tells her 
that wiſe ſentences will not do the 
buſmels : that, for her part, ſhe would 
#0t be the min:fter of uny. ones plea- 
ſure + but in this extremity, where 
life is at flake, ſhe might without 
blame for a wviolent diſeaſe, provide 
an extraordmary Cure. Phe- 


gr) 

Phedra calls theſe horrible, filthy 
| pine and commands her to (*) 

ock up her mouth. 

The Nurſe urges that her words, 
if they are not clean, they are whot- 
ſome ; and the preſervation of life 
was of more importance than any 
proud name ſhe would boaſt on im her 
death, 

Burt ſhe (finding that this ſort of 
diſcourſe did the more exaſperate and 

rovoke her Miſtreſs) recants. But 
Fave ſhe) now that it comes in my 
mind, T have at home (t) healing 
Philters that will work your Cure 
without touching upon your modeſty. 

Phedra is in fear, makes ſcruples, 
asks queſtions; which the Nurſe 
evades, and tells her, ſhe wanted not 
fo be inſtruted, but to be aſſiSted. 

In the next Scene Phedya is on 
| the Stage, and over-hears' the Nurſe 
within, exchanging ſome words with 
Hippohytus : whereupon ſhe crics out, 


(*) +4 avynacious 534 


(Þ) few x21" anus GlATER (or Didu]ners. 


ſays, 
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ſays, ſhe is betraid, curſes the Nurſe, 
and reſolves to kill her ſelf. And 
now the apprehenſions that Fizppoly- 
i#s would accaic her to his | ather, 
made her write a Letter, laying all 
the blame on FHppolyins, as the beſt 
expcdient (that amidit her ditraci- 
ons, the could on the ſudden deviſe) 
to ſecure her honour, and to prevent 
the di{prace of her Famzly, and of her 
Chatsren: 'and with this Letter in her 
hand, ſhe hangs her felf. 

Had ſome Author of the laſt age 
given \,us the character of Phedra, 
they (to thicken the Tl) would 
have brought her in burning of Chur- 
ches, poitoning her Parents, proſtitu- 
ring her ſelf ro the Grooms, ſolliciting 
her Son face to face, with all the im- 
portunity and impudence they could 
imagin; 'and never have left dawbing 
ſo long as there might remain the 
leaſt cranny for cither pztty or proba- 
bility. They would never have left 
her. till ſhe had ſwelPd to ſuch a Zoad, 
as nothing bur an audience of brgſs 
could fit the ſight of her. | 

But (for our credit) Sexeca, before 
us, 
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(93) 
us, in this 4/znd4 way of deſigning 
made no inconſiderable progreſs. We 
find his Phedra ar the firſt daſh juſti- 
tving her mnceſiuorrs love: and her 
Nurſe is the Woman of ſentences; 
who labours with all the wholſome 
adviſe, the ſenſe and nonſenſe ſhe 
could fcrape rogether, to 24u/ this 
monſtrous luſt that rag'd in her Nurf- 
ling, Phedra. And whilit ſhe gocs 
01 without any figns of ſucceſs, #he- 
dra ſurpriſes her, (on the ſudden) re- 
ſolving to ye with a good name. 
Whereupon the Nurſe bids her be pa- 
tient, and promiſes ro try what ſhe 
can do wirh the young man. 

Withour more words, the next 
Scene preſents us Pheara, (as if the 
late reſolution had never been made) 
all upon the gaH/antry, ſhe is tricking 
her ſelf up in Maſquerade ; and thus 
ſhe hopes to win the Salvage Hppo- 
Lyins, and the Nurſe and ſhe make 
their ſupplications to the Goddeſs of 
Chas7:ty to help on their deſfign. And 
now it is that the Nurſe attacks him : 
but how ? ſhe expounds to him at 
large, that a Czty-life and Women are 
a com- 


(94) 
. a comfortable z7portance ; he anſwers 
in another harangue, that nothing is 
like to the rang:zng in the Countrey : 
and truly (for Women) he hates them 
all mortally. During this conference, 
Phedra reels in amongſt them, falls 
in a ſwoun; and well js it tor her that 
ſhe is taken up in the arms of her be- 
| Toved Son: therefore ſhe takes heart, 
and purs it to him couragiouſly. Bur 
words proving vain, ſhe will needs 
(a) ravi/b the poor ſiripling. Here- 
upon, to cut her neck off, he draws 
out the brown Faulcheon, (4) on 
which ſhe laying her ſweaty palms, 
he cries toh ! flings ir from him, and 
runs away. And now the Nurſe puts 
in her word, and fays, :2r-y, 'tis the 
beſt way to be before-hand with him, 
and ro cry Whore firſt. Accordingly 
they fly ro Theſeus, Phedra tells him 
that FHzppolytus not only purpoſed, 
but had (c effected his filthy pur- 


(a) Eriam in amiplexus ruit ? 
Seringatur enfſis, 

(b) ContaFtus enſis deſerat caſtum latus. 
(c) Vim tamen corpus tulit. 


poſe 
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poſe upon her body. do ſhe what the 
could: and ecce /ignum ſhews the 
Sword 10 witneſs tor her truth. Here- 
upon Theſeus diſpatches his Son H:p- 
polytus intro another World. And 
now (with a canker to her) comes 
Phedra, conteſſes the truth indeed, 
and kills her ſelf. 

Now in this Phedra of Seneca, 
what one occaſion of pitty have we? 
what ground for terror ? and, above 
all, what manners have we ? ask the 
generality of Women it they are 
mov'd and concern'd, it their hearts 
and good will go along and atrend 
the thoughts and morions of this 
Phedra ? will they not anſwer that 
they know no ſuch Woman, that ſhe 
is no way a kin ro them, nor has any 
reſemblance with their nature ? She 
muſt be ſome brat of a Iuccubus, or 
an evil Sp:rzt, (ſay they) that perſo- 
nates a Woman ; or ſome Dewi in 
a Machine, that comes to render the 
Sex odious, Nor can they allow her 
more compaſſion than to a Bitch, or 
Polecat, and what has no relation ro 
human ſhape. 


Nor 
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Nor can'this be a cauſe of terror : 
for few Women would be apt 10 tan- 
cy that they could (in any c:rcum- 
Ttances) be ſo wicked as this Phedr 3: 
Each will ſay, were it my fate, or 
ſhould I be curit to love where I ought 
nor, I would certainly conceal my 
love, and ſtrive with ir, my thoughts, 
words, and actions, and all, my con- 


_ dition might be every way the ſame, 


or very like to that of Phedra in 
Euripides, But I could never ſpeak 
or act ar this impudent abominable 
rate, cou!d never be transtorm'd to 
ſuch a monſter as this Phedra of Se+ 
neca. And ſince my conduct would 
not be the ſame, my caſe can never 
be the ſame ; and conſequently this 
example cannot move or concern, or 
have any operation to ſtir cither p:/y 
or terror in me, 

I have been the more large on 
this matter, becauſe ir may ſerve as 
a ceftain and general zeff, whereby 
may be diſcoyer'd what is naturally 
apt to moye 4" or terror, And 
this is founded on a Philoſophy ne- 
ver contraverred, but alike current at 
Malmsbury as at Athens. Eve- 
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Every one have noted Sexeca. for 
his «#natural way of writing. Yer, 
beſides what is already obſerv'd in 
his charaters, T cannot leave him, 
without reminding you, that though 
he takes all his thoughts trom Sophv- 
cles and Euripides, yet he rarely aft- 


- fords us any of their good ſenſe. He 


crunibles every thought into all the 
little poznts that ever he can ſtrain it 
ro; and all theſe poznrs (for, or a- 
gainſt him, it matters not) muſt one 
way or other be apply'd. 

Whenſoever he finds a Diamond, 
he forces, and breaks it into an hun- 
derd pieces ; never letting it reſt. ſo 
long as any of it will ſpark/e: I de- 
ſire your patience but for one inſtance 
of this kind. 

In the Scene where the Nurſe preſf- 
ſes to know what it is that pains her 
Miſtreſs ; amongſt her other ravings; 
ſays Phedra in Euripides, 


(a) What fort of love low/dft thou; 

'h wretched Mother ? 
(4) 5 TNiuor; Trop wieg hed fs PT E> 
H And 
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| And thou, unhappy Sifter, Wife of 
Bacchus ? 
RE = * The third unhappy, 1. 
W K The Poet made Phedra ſay this, 
iy not only, as a proper and natural re- 


fleion, that theſe extravagant loves 

A. run in the blood ; but as a hint of 
nh | . herdiſcaſe, and withal ſo quaifi'd, as 

might alſo ſhew her modeſty : for ſhe 
puts leſs in the conclu/zon than was in 
the premiſſes. She concludes to the * 
unhappineſs only, and does not (as 
ſhe might) ſay. - 
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And now the third unhappy Lo- 


ver, I. 


We find Sexeca baiting this thought 


ſix ſeveral times in one Scene, and we 


I: . . 
$i have at leaſt, 40 lines in the Tragedy 
bj all meer deſcant upon ir. 
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Ph. Fatale (a) miſer# matris ag- | 

_ noſco malum, 4 

Peccare noſter novit in ſybvis a- 
mor, Oc, 
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Ph. Aut quis juvare-(b) dedalus 
Hlammas queat, ©c. 

Nat.----- (c) Quid domum infamen 

gravas 

Superaſq; matrem? 

Nat. (e) Memorg; matris metue 
concubituls NoVOs. 

Nu. Cur monſtra ceſſant ? aula cur 
fratris vacat? 


. Prodigia tottes orbis inſueta au- 


diet, 
Natura toties legibus cedat furs, 
Quories Amabit Crelila ? 
Nu. Patris memento«< Ph. (d_) Mes 
minimus matris ſimul. 
Nu. Adoritg; genitor. Ph. Mztis 
(f) Ariadne pater. 
Hipp. O majus auſa matre mon- 
rifera malum, + 
Genetrice peior ! alla ſe tantum ſtu- 
ro 
Contaminavit, © tamen tacitum 
din | , 
Crimen biformi partus exhibuit 
20ta ; 
Sceluſq; matris arguit viliu truct 
Ambiguus infans; ile te venter 
tulit, 
| H 2 Ph, 
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Ph. -------=----- Zut quis Creſſius 

(ec) Dedaler wvaſto Clauſtra mu- 

| gitu replens 

WR; | Taurus biformis, ore Cornigero fe- 
Wo YOX 


Dzvulſit ? 


The thought in Euripides was good 
and juſt enough ; bur here we have 
it halPd, and pulPd, and toſt, and tum- 
bl'd about, in all poſtures and figures, 
and in all colours but the righr. Oh. 
ſerve but how a 4 proprs the Herome 
firſt ſtarts ir. No wonder (ſays the) 

| if my love goes to the (a) wood, ſee- 
4 img my Mother was g ll inted by a 
Bull ; this brings her the ready wa 
to (45) Daedilus and the mird, 
where both the and the Poecr are loſt 
rogether. One might think, it would 
well enough ſerve ſrom the Nurſes 
mouth for an (c) uſe of reproof : till 
ſhortly after we find ir a (4) !4urn-coat, 
and muſter'd up by Phedra in the 
way of an excuſe. The reſt are all 
wide from ſenſe and ſobriety, as (e) 
the buge bellowings that fill d the De- 
 dalian Cloyſters, 
This 
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This may ſuffice for Seneca, and 
Phedra,with whom I had nor ſo long 
digreſs'd, but that I had Panthea in 
mine eye all rhe while. Nor ſhould 
I have judg'd Panthea worth all this 
ado, bur that ſhe has many proper 
Couſins on the Stage. And thele vile 
charaCtcrs have ſo long proſper'd, 
that they bear high, and are fairly on 
to paſs fo excellencies. 

BurI grow weary of this Tragedy : 
In the tormer I rook Latorch by his 
mouth, and ranting air for a copy of 
Caſſius in Shakeſpear : and that you 
may ſee Arbaces here, is not without 
his Caſſian ſtrokes. 


Thus Caſſius in Shakeſpear. 


Cait, ---- Brutus and Czfar ! what 
ould there be in that Cziar / 

Why ſhould that name be ſounded 
more than yours ? 

rite them together, yours 1s as 
fazy a name: 

Sound them ; it doth become the 
mouth as well : 


F012 Weigh 
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Weigh them, it is as heazy; con- 
jure with them, man : 

Brutus will flart a Spirit as well 
as Czfar. | 

New, in the name of all the God's 
at once, 

Upon what meat doth this our C#- 

ar feed, 


That he is grown ſo great ? ---- 
Thus Arbaces, 
Arb. I have iu/d - 


To conquer men, and now am over- 
thrown 
Only by words, Brother and Siſter : 
where 
Hawe thoſe words dwelling ? I will 
find *ems out, 
And utterly deſiroy 'em : but they 
are 
Not to be graſp'd - let 'em be men 
or beaſts, 
I will cut 'em from the earth; or 
Towns, 
And I will rage em,and then blow 
'em up : 


Let 


a "i a ng JS. 


( 103) 
Let 'em be Seas, and I will drink 


'ems off, 

And yet have unquench'd fire with- 
in tray breast : 

Let "em be any thing but meerly 


VOICE. 


Would not theſe raptures haye pur 
Sir Will. Petty in mind of the 1r:/b 


Inſcription ? 


FOR FIERCENESS AND 
FOR FURIOUSNESS,- 


MEN CALL ME THE QUEENS 
MORTER-PIECE. 
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The bulineſs of - the 
Maids Tragedy is this 


Mintor contratFed to Aſpatia 
(Callianax's Danghter ) Ly the 

1.;'s command, marries Evadne, 
S:fter ro Melanthius ; and expetts to 
Iye with her ; but the Bride (min- 
cing nothing ) flatly tells him that he 
is but taken for a Cloak ; that She, in- 
deed, is a Bedfellow only for the 
King. The good man is perſwaded to 
diſſemble all, till his friend Melan- 
thius extorts from him the ſecret : 
and thereupon heftors his Siſter 
Evadne znto repentance, aud makes 
her promiſe to murder the King. 
Which ſhe effes : in the mean time, 
by vexing Callianax, Mclanthius pre- 
vails with him to deliver up the 
. Fort, (wherern conſiſted the frength 
of the Kingdom, and ſo provides for 
Kearny. Lyſimachus, Bro- 

| | ther 
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ther to the murder'd King, ſucceeds on 
the Throne, and pardons all. Evadne 
would now go to bed with her Huſ- 
band, he refuſes, ſhe kills her ſelf. 
Aſpatia 7m mans habit kicks her 
Sweetheart Amintor, duels him. and 
is kill d; and now Amintor #:ills him- 
ſelf to follow her : at wich fight, his 


friend Nclanthius world alſo take 


the | :me courſe, but 1s prevented. 

Here we find Amzntor falſe to his 
Miſtreſs; and this fault is the ſource 
of all the revolutions in this Tra- 
gedy. 

Amintor therefore ſhould have 
named the Tragedy, and ſome addi- 
rional title ſhould have hinted th 
Poer's deſign. | 

Bur ſeeing the Mazd comes in at 
the latter end, only, ro be killd for 
company ; and ſecing the King is 
the perſon of greateſt importance, is 
the greateſt loſer and concern'd in the 
action of the Play more than enough. 
And ſecing that the new King Zy/- 
machus in the cloſe of the Tragedy 
makes this ſober concluſion, ſays 


he 
May 
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fone? 


May this a feir example be ta_ 
me, 

To rule with temper : for on Iuit- 
ful Rings | 

Unlbookt-for ſudden deaths from hea- 
ven are ſent. 

But curt is he that is their in- 
STrument. 


From © theſe conſiderations we 
might garher that the Poets intent 
was to ſhow the diſmal conſcquences 
of fornication. And if ſo, then the 
Title of the Tragedy ſhould have re- 
lated to the King. 

Whiiit thus we arc uncertain what 
ought to be the 777/e,we' may ſuſpect 
thar the At7:ou of the Tragedy is 
Aouble, where there ſeem two centers, 
ncither can be right; and the lines 
Icading rowards them mult all be falſe 
and confus'd ; / the preparation I 
mean, and conguct mult be all at ran- 
dom, fince not direted to any one 
ccrtain end. 

But what ever the Poet defign'd ; 
nothing in Hiſtory was ever ſo unna- 

tural, 
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zural, nothing in Nature was ever ſo 
improbable , as we find the whole | 
conduct of this Tragedy, ſo far are 
we from any thing accurate, and Phi- 

loſophical as Poetry requires. | 

This will appear as we examin the 
particular ations and CharaQters a- 
part. 

Our Poet here gives to the great 
Comical Booby Calhanax , the ho- 
nour of a long name with a King at 
th'end on't, yet lets the King himſelf 

go without, Bur ſince he muſt be 
nameleſs we may treat him with the 
greater freedom,and to tell my mind, 
certainly God never made a King 
with ſo little wit, nor the devil with 
ſo little grace, as is this King Ano- 
Hymns. 

A King of Hiſtory might marry 
his Concubine to another man for a 
Maid ; might hinder that man from 
the enjoyment. But would not then 
rurn them into the bed-chamber tro 
be all night together; nor would 
come in the morning to interrogate 

: and queſtion him,and torture the ſoul 
I of him, as we find in this Tragedy, 
| nor 
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nor would impoſe it on a huſ- 
band thus affronted, whom he calls 
honest and valiant, to be the pimp 
'ro his bride. To have taken Amimtors 
head off had been clemency in com- 
pariſon of theſe outrages without any 
cauſe or colour. And how wiſe the 
King was in all this, may be judg'd 
from his own mouth, finding the buſ- 
band contented and all quiet, the 
King (jealous that Zvadne had not 
obſery'd covenants) thus taxes 
her, 


Do not 1 know the uncontrolled 
thoughts 

That youth brings with him, when 
his blood is high | 

With expettation and deſire of 
that | | 

He long had waited for? is not his 

 ſparat 

Though he be temperate of a wvali- 
ant ſtrain, 

As this our age has known ? what 

if fuch he = | | 

uch a ſudden [peech had met 
Ry 2 
But 


_ (109) 
But rune thee for ever? if he had 
"not hill d thee, 
He could not bear it thus; he is 
as We, 
Or any other wronged man. 


As if ſhe had ſaid,you have Evad- 
ne, you have broken Articles with 
me ; it cannot be otherwiſe ; for had 
you kept them, fleſh and blood could 
not endure the affront, and he is ſuch 
a man as would have cut us all to 
picces in revenge. The danger being 
ſo cleer and certain, and a thouſand 
ſafe courſes before his noſe , why 
ſhould he ſtumble on this ? never was 
a King of Hiſtory ſo errant a fool and 
madman. 

In framing a Character for Trage- 
dy, a Poet is not to leave his reaſon, 
and blindly abandon himſelf to fol- 
low fancy ; for then his fancy might 
be monſtrous, might be fingular and 


_ no body's 92aggot bur his own, 


ut reaſon is to be his guide,reaſon is 

common to all people, and can neyer 
carry him from what is Natural. 

Many are apt to miſtake «ſe for 

| Aalure, 
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nature, but a Poet is not to be an 


 Hiftoriographer, but a Philoſopher, 


he is not to take Natureart the ſecond 
hand, ſoyl'd and deform'd as it paſ- 
ſes in the cuſtomes of the unthinking 
vulgar. 

The (a) Phedya in Eurrpides told 
us truly. that it is nor Natural to do 
evil when we know good, Therefore 
vice can never pleaſe unleſs it be 
painred and dreſsd up in the colours 
and diſguiſe of vertue, and ſhould any 
man knowingly and with open eyes 
prefer what is evil, he muſt be reck- 
on'd the (b) greateſt of Monſters,and 
in no wiſe be lookt on as any image 
of what is Natural, or what is ſuit- 
able with humane kind. | 

Whart is there of the Heroe,of Man, 
or of Nature in theſe Kings of our 
Poets framing? And for Evadyxers 


\_(7 wha Soxzow © gre tyywwrs vary Tggiouy 
Pp. 


(b) ---majus eft monſtro nefas 
Nan monſtra fato, nn. ſeelera impures. 


Seng 
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part, did Hell ever give reception 
ro ſuch a Monſter ? or Cerberus evar ”* 
wag his tayl at an impudence ſo ſa- 
cred? 

- On the Wedding night the Bride- 
groom is cajol'd by her in no better 
terms than. 


Eyad. 4 mayden-head Amintor, at 
my years « 
Alas, Amintor, thinkeft thou T for- 
bear 
To ſleep with thee, becauſe TI have 
ut 0n 
A Mayden ſtriftneſs;look upon theſe 
cheeks ; 
And thou ſhalt find the hot and ri- 
ſing blood 
Unapt for ſuch a vow ; no, in this 
heart ' 
There dwells as much deſire, and UW. 
as much will | | 
To put that wiſht att in praftice, 
as ever yet 
Was known to woman, and they 
have been ſhown 
Both ; but it was ihe folly of thy 


outh, 
" Tb 
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To think this beauty ( to what land 
oevre 
It ſhall be catÞd) ſhall ſtoop to any 
econd. 
do enjoy the beſt, and in that 
height 


Have ſworn to Sand or &ye. 

Soon after ſhe rells him. 

Alas I muſt have one | 

To Father Children,and to beay the 
name | | 

Of husband to me, that my ſim may 
be 

Move honourable. 


Hitherto ſhe is baſhful, after this 
the Scene is to be wrought up , aid 
the next Scene preſents her impa- 
dence triumphant ; bur I ſhall trace 
her duty towards her husband no tar- 
ther. 

Had Evadne been the injur'd bo- 
dies ſiſter, and had marrv' d Ammtor 
out of revenge, or had their been any 
foundation trom circmitanccs for 
this ſort of carriage , the Character 
then might have been contriv'd pl-- 
ſible enough ; but both the Rings 

e- 
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bchaviour and hers, uncircumſtanc'd 
as we have them, are eyery way 10 
harſh and againſt Nature, that every 
thing ſaid by them ſtrikes like a dag- 
gcr ro the fouls of any reaſonable au- 
dence. 

Whatever perſons enter upon the 
Stage the Poetry would be groſs c- 
nough it the audience could not by 
the manners diſtinguiſh in what 
Country the Scene lay ; whether in 
England, Ttaly,or Turky : more groſs 
would ir be it the manners would not 
diſcover which were men and which 
the women. 

Now Nature knows nothing in the 
manners which ſo properly and par- 
ticularly diſtinguiſhes woman zs doth 
her modeſty, conſonant therefore to 
our principles and Pocrical, is what 
ſome writers of Natural Hiſtory have 
reported ; that women when drown- 
ed ſwim with their faces down- 
wards, though men on the contra- 
ry. 

F Tragedy cannot repreſent a woman 
without modeſty as natural and efſen- 
tial ro her, 

IF It 
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If a woman has got any acciden- 
tal hiſtorical impudence,, if docu- 
mented. in the School of Nanna or 
Heloiſa , the is fturniſh'd with ſome 
ſtock of acquired impudence, ſhe is 
no longer to ſtalk in Tragedy on her 
high ſhoes ;.but muſt rub oft and pack 
il down with the Carricrs into the Pro- 
| vence of Comedy, there ro be kickr 

about and expos'd to laughter. 
There arc degrees x. modeſty. 
Evadue and every perſon feign'd 
ought to be repreſented with more 
modeſty then Phedra or Semiramzs, 
becauſe the Hiſtory makes it credible 
that theſe had leſs of modeſty then 
Narturally is inherent to the Sex, yet 
] ought theſe alſo to ſhow more of mo- 
' "ph deity then is ordinarily ſeen in men, 
Wits that the Characters might ſtill be di- 
i" ſtinguiſh'd. : 
Bur (of all) the Kings murder is at- 
tended with thoſe circumſtances, 


with ſuch a knor of abſurdity and in- b 

Juſtice, that I dowt well know where ac 

- 15 to begin ro unravel it. m 
11 This King indeed is born a Mon- he 
WW. ſter, a Moniter of great hopes, and: ff þ, 


what 
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what might we not have expected 
from him? yet certainly the Poet 
cats him off, &re ripe for puniſh- 
ment. 

And by ſuch unproper means, thar 
to remove one guiliry perſon he 
makes an hundred; and commits 
the deadly fins to puniſh a venzal 
one. 

If Amintors falſhood and its fatal 
conſequences are to be noted, what 
occaſion have we for a King in this 
Tragedy ? cannot Corydon deceive his 
Amarillis (tor ſuch is Aſpatza ) but 
the King muſt know of ir, the King 
muſt be murder'd fort ? 

To ycx this falſe man, a Groom 
might have done the job, and have 
been the Poets Cuckold-maker to all 
intents and purpoſes every jot as 
well. 

It it be ſaid that the King was ac- 
ceſſary ro the falſhood , 1 queition 
whether in Poetry a King can be an 
acceſiary to a crime, if the King com- 
manded Amintor ; Amintor ſhould 
have begg'd the Kings pardon; ſhould 
have ſuffer'd all the racks and tortures 
I 4 2 
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a Tyrant could infiict; and from Pe- 
1ill45's Bul' ſhould have 1ill bellow- 

$ cd out thar etcrnal truth, that his 
NF Lromile was to be Fept, that he is 

" true to Apatza, thar he dies for his 
Miſtreſs.then wou'!d his memory have 
| | been precious and ſweet to atter-ages; 
il | and the Midſummer-Maydens would 
f | have off rd their Gailands all at his 


dl wn. 
"i And thus the King might kill 4- 
ih mimtor, but Amintor could nor pre- 
tend that the King or Fortune had 
made him talſe. 


---- ec niſi miſerum fortuna $;- 
Nonem 
Finxit, vanum etzum mendacemque 


zmproba finger, 


Therefore, I ſay, the King was not 
to blame ; or however not ſo far,as in 
any wiſe to render his lite obnoxi- 
ous. | 

Bur if rhe Poct intended to make 
uh an example of this King, and that the 
: King right or wrong muſt be kil'd. 
Amintor only telt the higheſt provo- 
cations, 
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Try 

cations, and he alone ſhould have 
been drawn our for the wicked inſtru- 
ment, for Melantins had no reaſon 
to be angry at any bur at his Siſter 
Ewaane ; nor could ſhe have any pre- 
rence to cxerciſc her hands, unleſs it 
were againit her ſelf. 

It I miſtake not, in Poetry no wo- 
man is to kill a man, except her qua- 
liry gives her the advantage above 
him, nor is a Seryant to kill the Ma- 
ſter, nor a Private Man, much leſs 
a Subte&t to kill a King, nur onthe 
contrary. 

Poetical decency will nor ſuffer 
dcath ro be dealt ro cach cther by 
fuch perſons, whom the Lairs of Du- 
cl allow nor to cnter the 11ics toge- 
ther, ; 

There may be circumſtances that 
alter the caſe, as when there 3s a ſut- 
ficient ground of partialiry in an Au- 
dence, clther upon the accuunt of 
Relizicn (as Kinaldo, or Riccardo in 
T :ſo might kill So/zman,cr any other 
Turkiſh King or great $ul;an) or ciſe 
in favour of our Country tor then a 
private Engliſh Heroe might over- 
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come a King of ſome Rival Na- 

tion. | 
But grant that Evadne lics under 
none of all theſe impediments ; ſup- 
poſe her duly qualitid, and let the 
ing wave his priviledges. 1s there 
in Hiſtory any preſident of a Magd.:- 
ten ſinncr, that meerly from a fit of 
repentance fell foul on her Ga/lant at 
this horrid rate. Indeed , amongſt 
*em, they call him JuS?ful Thief, De- 
 wil-King, ſhameleſs Villain, &c. the 
Athenian Servants were better bred. 


(a) 6 uigOr, & xgh Samirer Gimuv Tie. 


Ah foot ; if we may term our AMa- 
SFers [o. 


620170 Aﬀ wh Searmimis Þ 5 MES 
Death take him ! mo, he is my Ma- 
Fer. 


But I ſay, whar reaſon is there for 
all this outcry ? What can ſhe lay ro 
the King's charge ? 


(a) Euripides, 
Thow 
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Thou kept'ſt me brave at Court, 
and Whor'd me ; | 
Thou inarri'd me to a young noble 


Gentleman, 
And chord me ſill. 


The, noble Gentleman indeed is 
wrong'd : but, good Madam, what 
reaſon is there for you to complain ? 
did any force or philter overcome 
you ? was not you as forward ? did 
not you freely and heartily conſent ? 
do not we remember your hot ri/mg 
blood, 


--- Tour much defire, and as much 
will 

To put that wiſhd aft in pratitiſe; 
as ever yet Ec 

Was known to Woman? 


Has the King caſt you off? or bro- 
ken articles? no: bur you repent ? 
then repent at home; you may make 
bold with your own body, and there 
ler fly your rage and violence. For to 


kill your Loycr, is no cffeCt or opera- 
I 4 t10n 
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tlon of repentance,nor has any ground 
in nature or reaſon : tis worlc than 
bratiſh. 
' But indeed moſt of our Murderers 
hitherto have been no bctter ; they 
are the Poets Ban-dogs lct looſe to 
worry thoſe the Poct had mark*d out 
for ſlaughrer ; and never ſhew more 
reaſon or conſideration : and conſe- 
zuently can in-no wiſe occaſion either 
pirty or terror to cauſe that delight 
expected trom Tragedy. | | 
In Fprck Poetry enemies are kilPd ; 
and Mezcnrius mult be a wicked Ty- 
rant; the better ro ſet off ZEneas's 
picty. In Tragedy, all the claſhing 
is amonglt jriends, no frregyrich 1s 
deſigns, nor ought intended bur pit- | 
ty and terror : and conſequently no 
ſhadow of ſenſe can be pretended for 
bringing any wicked perſons on the 
Stage, And yer in that Mezentius 
of V:rgit, we find more vertue than 
in ajl the characters I have yet cx- 
amind ; and greater occaſion for pit- 
ty. We torget all his crueltics, when 
we ſce that trouble and infinite paſ- 
ſlipn tor his Son Lanſus, (who was 

- ſlain 
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ſlain in his defence, and whom he 
would not ſurvive,) which is ſo ad- 
mirably expreſt, 


—_— ZEiftunt ingens 
Imo in corde pudor, miſtug; inſunia 
luftu, 
Et ſurtis agitatus amor, © conſcza 
wurtus, fc, 


Which lines, T1ſſo (who tranſlates 
the whole pall: age under the names of 
Sol:m.imo and Amiralto into his Ge- 
ruſalemme) thus renders in more 
words, but not - with more advan- 
tage. 


Ferue in met20 del cor lo ſdegno e 
Font a, 


E cot littto la rabbia e miit a in- 
feme, 

E da le furite Pagitato amore, 

E noto a ſe medeſmo Fempio valore. 


But ro return, what yet makes this 
fact of Fvadne more unlikely, 
that ſhe ſhould be heftord intro a re- 
pentance fo pernicious, - by her _ 
ther 
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theraMelamtins : who is faid to be 
yoble and brave ; but from his own 
mouth we may judg him a Heroe, 
like thoſe we mct with formerly ; all 
his words arc brags » no Danger- 
field, nor Captain Thundergun could 
fit ncer him. And for his manners, 
after one King was murder'd by his 
contrivance, he ſtands on his guard, 
and takes up the next King thus 
roundiy.. 


Mel. The ſhort is this, 

"Tis no ambition to lift up my 

"i. 

Urges me thus: T do deſire a- 

au 

To be a Subjeft, ſo I may be 
freed ; 

If not, I know my ſtrength, and 
will unbiild- 

This goodly Town; be ſpeedy and 
be wiſe 


In a reply. 


And now this new King, Brother 
ro the former, as herozctly throws 


him a 641k, and bids him make his 


own 
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own terms. His words are theſe : 


Liſ. Melanthius, wrzte zn that thy 
chozce; | 


My Seal is at tt. 


And more to the purpoſe we find 
not (in the Tragedy) ot this ſecond 
King ; ſave only when he concludes 
the Play, and tells us, that he (for 
his part) will take warning how ever 
he meddlcs with a Woman ; as be- 
fore has bcen cited. | 

Callianax is an old humorous 
Lord, neither wiſe nor valiant, as 
himſelf confeſſes; and yet is en- 
truſted with the ſtrength and keys 
of the Kingdom : whereas, in Come- 
dy, he would ſcarce paſs, for a good 
Yeoman of the Cellar. 

His Daughter, Aſpatza, thar gives 
name to this Tragedy, makes alſo 
here a very ſimple figure. Never did 
Amintas or Paſtor fido know any 
thing ſo tender ; nor were the Arca- 
dian Hills ever water'd with the tears 
of a creature ſo innocent. Pretty 
Lamb! how mournfully ir bleats ! it 

| needs 
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needs no articulate voice to move. 


,our compailion : it ſecks no ſhades 


bur under the d4:ſmal Tew ; and brow- 


N= only on Willow- garland : : yer it 


n ſpeak for a kiſs or ſo. 


Aſp. I'll trouble you no more, yet 1 
will take 

A parting kiſs, and will not be de- 
ny d. 

Tow come, my Lord, and for the 
Virgms wee 

When I am laid in earth; though 
you your ſelf 

Can know no fpitty. Thus I wind 
my ſelf 

Into this Willow gar. md, © 


At this rate of tattle ſthe runs on, 
and ncver knows when ſhe has ſaid 
cnough. 

This Aſpatia is a Lord's Daughter, 
and bred ar Court ; yet is in the prc- 
ſ-nce, and in the Bed- chamber of the 
T ady that ſupplants her, and among(t 
the Bride-maids, where the acts hcr 
part; and fawns upon the pcrjur'd 
man that forſakes her, And now 
can- 
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cannot I be perſwaded that there is 
ought of nature or probability in all 
this. Much leſs would I think this a 
Woman ro handle a Sword, and kick 
Amintcy, as we ſee her do 1ſoon after. 
Nor can I conceive wherein conſiſts 
that /eſſing, as ſhe calls it; which 
ſhe propos'd to her ſelf, in being kilfd 
by his hands. This'may be Romance, 
bur nor Na#ure. 

And certainly, of all the characters, 
this of Amzntor is the moiſt unrea- 
ſonable. No reaſon appears why he 
was contracted ro A(pai;a, and leſs 
wiy he forlook her for Fz:24ne ; and 
lcait of all for his diſſembling, and 
bearing ſo patiently the greateſt of 


Pprovocations thar could poliibly be 


ven. Certainly no ſpectacle can be 
more diſpicaſing, than to ſee a man 
ty'd to a poſt, and anorher bufferring 
him with an immoderate rongue. Cer- 
tainly nothing can pleaſe a generous 
mind better, than that of Vargz/. 


Parcere ſubjetis, © debellare ſu 
perbos. 


Poctry 
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king t 
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Poetry will allow no provocation 
[ or injury, where ir allows no reyenge. 

W!! And what pleaſure can there be in 
| 1 | ſeeing a King threaten and hector 
W” without cauſe ; when none may be 
ſuffer'd ro make a return? Poetry. 
ermit an affront, where 
i there can be no reparation. Burt well 
was it for us all, that Amintor was 
| by the Poet his maker, endu'd with a 
þ reſtraining grace, and had his hands 


The King ſhould firſt haye kill'd 

his own Mother to have made him 

Wl » mad enough, and fitted him for ſuch 
Th | a monſtrous provocation. And Amzm- 
; + for too ſhould have been guilty of 
we ſome enormous crime, (as he is in- 
wo! deed) that drew this curſe upon him, 
and prepar'd him to receive ſo horrid 
| Both ſhould have been 
ripe for puniſhment, which this oc- 
ulls down upon them, by ma- 
em kill each other. 
aff Poetical Juſtice might haye had its 
b courſe, though no way could pitty be 
Wt due to cither of them, 
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Bur ſurely this character of Amin- - 
70Y iS (a) inconſiſtent, and is contra- 
diction all over. He is a man of Ho- 
n04r, yet breaks his Faith with his 
Mittrcis, bears the greateſt of afironts 
from his Wiſe thar ever was given, 
and diſſembles it. *Tis true; once 
or twice he is for ſinging a Catch, for 
the Þ iddle and Dancing; bur his coun- 
renance is not always ſer afrer rhat 
copy ; he does not always difſemble 
[carvily: for ſometimes we have him 
looking ſo pleas'd, thar Comedy 
would almoſt- be aſham'd of ſuch a 
Cuckold. 
 Heis alſo honeſt, and of unſhaken 
loyalty; yet ſometimes has ſuch de- 
villiſh 7hrows, as would afright any 
true /zege people from fitting at a 
Coffec-houſe near him. 

And all the paſſions in him work 
ſo aukwardly, as if he had ſuck#d. a 
Sow. Thus he threatens. 


Am. ---- Come to my bed, or by thoſe 


hairs, 


(a) Servetur ad imum 
Qualis ab incepto proceſſeret, (5 ſibi conſtet: 
Which 


err dns 
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| C1 (Which, if thou hadſt a Soul like to 
Wy thy locks, 
Were threads for Kings to wear 
about thery arms: 
Evad. Vhy ſo perhaps they are.) 
Am. Þ'l drag thee to my bed.--- 


| Should not he rather have kick'd 
| her our of doors? And did ever 
man huff with ſuch a parenthe- 
fes ? 

As the Scexe and provocations | 
work higher ; what A(patza might l 
_” have ſaid ro him, he whines to £&- 

WY Vadne. 


Am. What a ſtrange thing am T? 
— Fa —_— one, one that 
my [clf am ſorry for. 
A es 4 then im this, 
If. thou haſt pitty, though thy love 
is none : 
Kill me, and all true Lovers that 
ſhall live 
: _ In after-ages, croft in their de- 
nn ' | ſires, 'F 
Wi Shall bleſs thy memory , and call | |y 
thee good, tc 
| HBe- 
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Becauſe ſuch mercy in thy heart 
was found 


To rid a lingering Wretch. 


Amintor lovd Aſpatia, and mar- 
rid Evadne, only becauſe the King 
commanded him. We heard nothing 
of his love to Evade till now, that | 
he is turn'd the amorous Orwf, when i 
he ought to be all rage and indigna- 
tion, 

When he ſhould be filenc'd, he falls 
a preaching. 


Am. Oh thou haſt nam'd a word 
that wipes away 

All thoughts revengeful ; in that | _ ou 
ſacred name i 

The Ring, there lies a terror ; AY 
what frail man 

Dares lift his hand againſt it ; let 
the gods F peo 

Speak to him when they pleaſe 
Fil then let us ſuffer And waits 


This is loyal breath ; bur preſent- 1 
ly comes a puff thar drives us ba«k | 
to the North of JSeotland. 

K Am, 


Sea 
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Am. ---- And it is ſome eaſe 

To me in theſe extremes, that I 
knew this 

Before I touch't thee ; elſe had all 
the fins 

Of mankind ſtood betwixt me and 
the King, 

T had gone through 'emto his heart 
and thine, 


Oh, ſays he, 'tis well its no worſe, 
for had I lain with thee, I ſhould have 
been all fire and fury ; 1 would not 
have valu'd rwenty Kings, but have 
kilfd 'em all. Well Amimor, de guſt:- 
bus non eff diſputandum, there 1s dit- 
ference betwixt men and men ; ſome 
one, peradventure, of a grofler ſenſe, 
might have been as cool and well 
content, if he had been permitted 
che honour to touch for once where 
His Majeſty had toucht before. But 
now the ſtorm is over, and he pro- 
ceeds, | 

Am. ----Gzve me thy hand, 

Be careful of thy credit, and ſin 


cloſe, 
'Tis 
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'Tis all T wiſh ; upon my Chamber 
floor 

Ple reſt to night, that morning vi- 
ſitters 

May think we did as married peo- 

te uſe, | 

And prithee ſmile upon me whett 
they come, 

And ſeem to toy, as if thou hadſt 
been pleasd 

With what we did, FEvad, Fear 
not, I will do this. 

Am, Come let us prattiſe, and as 
wantonlty 

As ever loving Bride and Bride- 
groom met, 

Let's laugh and enter bere. Evad, 
T am content. 

Am. Down all the fwellings of my 
troubled heart. 

When we walk thus entwin'd, let 
all eyes lee, | 

If ever Lovers better did agree. 


See how he concludes roo, to-the 

_ eternal diſgrace of Rhame. One might 
think that a man in his pred;cament 
ſhould ſcarce be in a mood to be 10 
K 2 very 
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very particular, and enlarge thus up- 
on As ſubje@, unleſs he were well 
pleas'd with rhe occaſion. Befides, 
we find here, Lovers, entic'd, laugh, 


Bridegroom, Bride, —_ wantonly, 


pleas'd, toy, mW. did as married 
pow uſe ; 1o many pleaſant words 
and pretty, got together, Longimis 
would ſwear that no man could be 
angry at heart with all theſe in his 
mouth ; they ought none of them to 
be nam'd on the ſame day with Zvad- 
ve, and the tranſactions in this Tra- 
gedy. What I have cited, is only 
trom the firſt Scene, wherein Amn- 
tor has buſineſs ; nor would I follow 
him farther, but that in the third 


_ AF, betwixt him and Mel2ntius we 


find the firſt occaſion for a Tragical 
_ that yer (1 think) theſe 
lays have afforded us; which ariſes 
from the conduct of an Husband who 
difcovers the ſecret of his Wives dil- 
honour to ' his Friend her Brother, 
Melantius importunes Amintor to 
rel] rhe cauſe of his trouble. When 
the matter comes to be broken, they 

proceed thus : 
7 Mel. 
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Mel. ----What is it ? 

Am. Why 'tis this, ---it is too big 

To get out, let my tears make way 
awhile. 


Here I ſuppoſe , Amintor mighr 
better have wept, without telling it 
to Melantins. 


Mel. Puniſh me ſtrangely Heaven, 
zf he eſcape 
. Of life or fame, that brought this 
Touth to this. 
Am. Tour S'iFter. 
Mel. Well ſaid. 
Am. TJou't wiſh't unknown, when 
you have beard it, 
Mel. No. 
Amint. Is much to blame, 
And to the King has given her Ho- 


HOUY 7 


This line art the full length, is ſure- 
v enough, his care is, ſo to mince 
that matter as not to offend the 
Brother. Some broken ſpeeches, as 


your Siſter, the King, her honour, or 
| | K 3 the 


3 
(134) 
the like, with now and then a ſprink- 
ling ot his tears, might have ſufte'd, 
pon. > Brother ſhould have been 
left to gueſs and-paraphraſe the broad 
meaning. But Amnior harps upon 
the ſame ſtring our of time himlelt. 
What tollows. is plainly to upbraid 
and affront his Friend by words, 


though he intended nothing leſs ; 


for he gocs on: 


Am. And lives in whoredom with 
him. 


And what yet is more ſilly, in the 
next he adds, 


Am. She's wanton, I am loath to 
ſ2y a whore, 
Though it be true. 


This provokes Melintius to draw 
his Sword, and he is for fighting 4- 
mintoy ; yet I am apt to be of A- 
mintors mind, which he thus ex- 


preſles : 


Am. ---It was baſe in. you, 


as LC Ac FOLEns 
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To urge a weighty ſecret from your 

Friend, 
And then yage at it. Eo 


Yer Melntzus perſiſts, till Amin- 
for is provoked to draw his Sword, 
and then Melantius puts up. Harle- 
quin and Scaramouttio might do theſe 
things. Tragedy ſuffers 'em nor, here 
is no place for Cowards, nor for 
giddy tellows, and Bullies with their 
1quabbles. When a Sword is once 
drawn in Tragedy, the Scabbard may 
be thrown away ; there is no leaving 
whar is once dcfign'd, till it be tho- 
roughly effeted. Iphigenia Taurica 
went to ſacrifice Oreſtes, and ſhe de. 
ſiſted, why ? ſhe diſcover'd him to 
be her Brother. None here are ſuch 
Fools as by words to begin a w_—_ ; 
nor of ſo little reſolution, to be talkr 
agen from it, without ſome new emer- 
gent cauſe that diverts them. No 
(a) fimpie alteration of mind oughr 
ro produce or hinder any action in 
a Tragedy, 
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Vet far more faulty is whar fol- 
lows; the counter-turn has no ſhadow 
of ſenſe or ſobriety. Metantius has 
ſwaggered away his fury, and now 
Amntor is all agog to be atighting ; 
for what ; but ro get his ſecret back 
again. | 


Am. ----Give it me again, 

Or I will find it whereſoe're it lies 

Hid in the mortall ft part, invent 
a way to get it back. 


Thou art mad Amintor, Bedlam is 
the only place for thee; if thou 
comeſt here with thy madneſs, Tra- 
pony expects (5) ut cum ratione n- 
anas. 

Hercules was mad, and kill'd his 


Wife and Children, yet there was 


reaſon in his madneſs; a miſt was 
caſt before his eyes, he miſtook them 
for their enemies, and- beliey'd he 
was revenging their quarrel whilſt 
he beat their brains out.. That was 
2 madneſs. might move pity ; but 
this of Amintor is meerly bruitiſh, 

fb) Terencez | 

| and 
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and can move nothing bur our aver- 
ſion. Here is a bluſter begun without 
provocation, and ended without any 
thing of ſatisfaCtion. 

But that] may never find a faulr 
withour ſhgwing ſomething better. 
For a quitrel betwixt two friends, 
with the turn and counter-turn : ler 
me commend that Scene in the 1phz- 
genia in Aulide. Where Agamemnon 
having conſented that his Daughter 
ſhould be ſacrific'd, and (that her Mo- 
ther might let her come the more 
willingly) ſent for her with a pre- 
tence that ſhe was to be marrid to 
Achilles ; yer in a fit of Fatherly ten- 
derneſs he privately diſpatches Ler- 
ters to hinder her coming. Menel2us 
meets the Meſſenger going from Aga- 
memnon, ſuſpes the bulineſs, rakes 
the Letters from him before Agamem- 
20x's face, and read them ; and now 
aroſe the conteſt : Menelaus was zca- 
lous for the publick good, the more, 
becauſe it agreed ſo much with 
his own intereſt : and Agamemnon 
had cauſe enough to ſtand up for his 

' Daughter; but yer, at length, with 
Wecep- 
| 


/ 
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weeping eyes, and ſhame for his 
weakneſs and partiality, he yielded 
up the cauſe. Bur Menelius now ſee- 
ing the conflict of Agamemnon, the 
tears rowling down his checks, and 
his repentance, this fighr melted 'thz 
heart of him, and now he turns Ad- 


 vocate for Tphigen/a+ He will have 


Hellew and the concerns of Greece 
left to the mercy of Heaven, rather 
than that his Brorher Agamemmnon 
ſhould do ſo much violence ro him- 
ſelf; and thar fo vertuous a young 
Princeſs be trapan'd to lofe her lite, |, 
Here all the morions ariſe from oc-' 
nfions great and juſt; and this is 
be a Yeene truly paſſionate 

and Trapical. 
| We may remember (how-ever we 
find this Scene of Mel inthius and 


Aminioy written in the Book) that 


at the Theater we have a good Scene 
Aced, there is work cur out, and 
both our Afſopus and Roſczus are on 
the Stage together : Whatever defect 
may be in Amntoy and Melanthins ; 
Mr. Har7 and Mr. Mohzn are wanting 
in nothing. To theſe we owe for 
what 


(139) 
what is pleaſing inthe Scene ; and to 
this Scene we may impute the ſuc- 
ceſs of the Mds Tragedy. 

The Drolls in this Ply make nor 
ſo much noiſe as in the two former ; 
but are leſs excuſable here, In the 
former they keep ſome diſtance, and 
make a ſort of znterlud”: but here they 
thruſt into the principal places; when 
we ſhould give our tull attention to 
what is Tragedy, When we would 
liſten ro a Lute, our ears are rapt 
with rhe !/ntamar and twang of the 
Tongs and J:wſtrumps. A man may 
be tree to make a jeit of his own mil- 
fortunes - bur ſurely *tis unnatural 
and barbarous to laugh when we ſee 
another on the Scaftold. Some would 
laugh ro find me mentioning $2cr:f:- 
ces, Oracles, and Goddeſſes - old Su- 
perſtitions, ſay rhey, not practicable, 
but more than ridiculous on our 
Stage. Theſe have nor obſerv'd with 
whatArt V:rgil has manag'd the Gods 
of Homer, nor with what judgment 
Taſſo and Cowley employ the heaven- 
ly powers in a Chriſtian Poem. The 
like hints from Sophocles and my 

es 
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des might alſo be improv'd by modern 
Tragedians ; and ſomething thence 
devisd ſuitable ro our Faith and Cu- 
ſtomes. *Tis the general reaſon I con- 

tend for : Nor would I more have 
Oracles or Goddefles on the Stage, 
then hear the perſons ſpeak Creek, 
they are Apes and not men that imi- 
tate with ſo little diſcretion. 

Some would blame me for inſiſting 
and examining. only' what is apt to 
pleaſe,without a word of what might 
prohir. 

I. I believe the end of all Poetry is 
to pleaſe, 

2. Some ſorts of Poetry pleaſe 
without profiting. 

2. I am confident whoever writes 
a Tragedy cannot pleaſe but muſt al- 
ſo profit; 'tis the Phyſick of the mind 
that he makes palatable. 

And beſides the purging of the paſ- 
ſions ; ſomething mult ſtick by obſer- 
ving that conſtant order, that har- 
mony and beauty of Providence, that 
neceſiary relation and chain, where- 
by the cauſes and the cfieas, the ver- 


rues and rewards, the vices and their 
puniſh- 
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puniſhments are proportion'd and 
link'd rogether ; how deep and dark 
ſoever are laid the Springs, and how- 
ever intricate and involy'd are their 
operations. 

Bur theſe cnquiries I leave to men 
of more flegm and confiderati- 
On. 

Othello comes next ro hand, bur lay- 
ing my Papers together withour 
more ſcribling, I find a yolumn, and a 
greater burthen then I dare well ob- 
trude upon you. 

If 1 blindly wander in erroneous 
paths, 'tis fore then time Mr. Shep- 
heard that you fer me right, and it I 
am nor ſo much our of the way ; then 
moſt of the main faults in theſe other 
Tragedies cannot be far from our 
view,if we tread not on their $skirts 
already. 

I will wait your dire&ion ere I ad- 
vance farther, and be ſure of your 
pardon for what is paſt. Many ſeem- 
ing contradictions I rather choſe to 
{lip over, then ro be ever cafting in 
your way fome parentheſes or ſome 
dftinttion. 

| Many 
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' Many other ſlips and miſtakes too 
you meet withall, but the fortune of 
Greece depends not on them. 

Nor I know could you (that read 
Hebrew without the pricks) be at a 
loſs for the ſenſe, where you found 
not a period truly pointed. | 

If the Characters I have examin'd 
are the ſame I take them for, I ſend 
you Monſters enough for one Bar- 
tholmew-fair : but what would vex a 
Chriſtian, theſe are ſhown us for our 
own likencſſes, theſe are. the Duch 
Pictures of humane kind. 

I have thought our Po@ry of the 
Jaſt Age as rude as our Architecture, 
one cauſe thereof might be, that Arz- 
Fotle's treatiſe of Poetry has been ſo 
little ſtudied amongſt us, it was per- 
haps Commented upon by all the 
' great men in Italy, before we well 
know (on this fide of the Alps) that 
there was ſuch a Book in being. And 
though Horace comprizes all in that 
ſmall Epiſtle of his; yet few will 
think Jong enough together to be 
Maſters, and to underſtand the 


reaſon of what is deliverd ſo in 
ſhorr. With 


= 

With the remaining Tragedies 1 
ſhall a!to ſend you ſome reflections on 
that Parad;ſe loft of Miltons, which 
ſome are plcagd to call a Poem, and 
aflert Rime againſt the {lender Sophi- 
{try wherewith he attacques it : and 
alſo a Narrative -of Petrarch's Coro- 
nation in the Capztol, with all the 
Poniificalibiis on that occalion,which 
ſeems wanring in SJe/Jen, where he 
treats on that ſubje&t, Let me only 
anriciparte a little in behalf of the Ca- 
taline,. and now teil my thoughts, 
that though the contrivance and o- 
conomy 15s taulty-enough, yer we there 
find (beſtdes what is borrow'd from 
others) more of Poetry and of good 
thought, more of Nature and of Tra- 
gedy, then peradvenrure can be ſcrap'r 
together from all thoſe other 
Plays. 

Nor can be diſpleas'd with honeſt 
Ben, when he rather chooſes to bor- 
row a Melon of his Neighbour, than 
ro treat us with, a Pumpron of his 
own growth. 


Bur 
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Bur all is ſubmitred to you Men of 
better ſenſe, by 
S IR, 


Tour moſt obliged 
humble Servant 


_T. Rymer. 


6 HE Life of Sir Walter Ralegh, with 
his Trial and Arraignment at Win- 
cheſter, in oCtavo, price bound 2 s. 

Antony and Cleopatra, a Tragedy, as it 
is Acted at the Dukes Theater,written by 
the Honourable Sir Charles Sedley, Baronet, 

rice 18. 

Circe, a Tragedy, as it is Acted at the 
Dukes Theater, written by Charles D'ave- 
zant, L.L.D. price 18. 

Don Carlos, Prince of Spain, a Tragedy, 
as it is Acted at the Dukes Theater, writ- 
ren by Tho. Orway, price Is. 

The Art of making Love, or Rules for 
the Conduct of Ladies and Gallants in their 
Amours, price bound 1s. 

Are ſold by R. Tonſon, at Grays-Inn Gate 
next Grayg-Inn Lane, 


3 


: 
; 
7 
j 
; 
| 


